The Test of Love, Pt. 1

James 4:1-4

11 FBC 8-14
Introduction: “You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.”

A. Love – Godly vs. Worldly?
1. God’s love (wisdom) teaches us to love God and live godly. Worldly wisdom promotes self-love and is at odds with God. 

a. Paul writes, “Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate," says the Lord. "And do not touch what is unclean; and I will welcome you” (1 Cor. 6:17).
b. John tells us not to love the “world” or the things in the world (1 Jn. 2:15). Here James says that we are not to “befriend” the world lest we become an enemy of God (vs. 4). 
2. Within the Christian church, many ideas or concepts of what is worldly are unclear. Each believer seems to have his or her own definition and list of what worldliness is.

a. Ray Stedman has written an excellent article entitled, The Christian and Worldliness. 

1) He writes, “The truth is that worldliness is not a matter of things, of doing this, or not doing that. Worldliness is an attitude of the heart, the attitude of life in thinking and dealing with things. If we would just learn that, what a difference it would make.”

b. James writes, “You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.” (vs. 3)

1) The phrase, “you ask with wrong motives” is addressing the key issue to worldliness … the attitude of the heart.

c. To help us examine our claims to loving God, I’m going to provide a list of “ATTITUDES” that are worldly; attitudes that reveal love for self rather than love for God. Do we really love the Lord Jesus Christ?
I. Materialism – This has to do with loving the things of this world unconditionally. With the worldly, there are no boundaries to their love for material possessions.
A. The Christian must learn to put his trust in God, not in stuff (Matt. 6:19-20), and to use “things” for God’s glory.

II. Activism – This attitude fills life with activity rather than minis-try. It keeps “busy” with earthly activities to avoid being bored.

A. The believer must have a heavenly perspective toward time and talents. Paul uses the phrase “intent on one purpose.” The Christian must learn to think in terms of ministry not activity.

III. Individualism – This is the spirit of “Me-ism;” the idea that I am the source of my own life. James calls it “selfish ambition”.
A. Although a Christian enters the kingdom individually, he immediately becomes a member of the body of Christ to love, serve and minister to others.

IV. Conformism – This worldly attitude seeks to please and be accepted by the people of this world. The opinions of others matter more than the commandments of God.

A. The devil’s lie to the conformist is this: “I am who others recognize me to be.” Rom. 12:2 is God’s answer to this sin.

V. Relativism - This attitude says, “I am whatever I want to believe.” It is characterized by the popular phrase “I think.” It is to “do” what is “right in one’s own eyes” (Judges 21:25; Pro. 12:15).

A. The opposite of worldliness is godliness and all godliness is based upon the absolute truth of Scripture; love for God’s Word!
VI. Pragmatism - The pragmatist does not rely on the supernatural but reason. His “method” is results oriented. “If it works, do it”.

A. God builds His church supernaturally through the preaching of His Word, empowered by the Holy Spirit. Pragmatic approaches to ministry often win the favor of the non-elect (Mat. 16:18).
VII. Religion – This worldly attitude promotes a “form” of Christianity without true faith in Christ. 

A. Whenever you hear someone speak about the “Christian Religion” as if it is one among many, know that they are talking as a worldly observer and not as a real recipient of God’s grace.

i. In religion man ascends (so he thinks), trying to appease a holy God. In Christianity God descends to save man from sin. “Heaven came down and glory filled my soul”.
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