Growing a Holy Life, Pt. 2

1 Peter 2:4-8
09 FBC 3-15
Introduction: “You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”
A. Babies and Buildings

1. In chapter 2, Peter uses two metaphors to introduce his readers to the all important subject of spiritual growth.

a. The first metaphor is human growth, and in particular the growth of a newborn baby (vss. 1-3).

1) “Like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation.” (Vs. 2)

b. The second metaphor likens spiritual growth to the construction of a building. 

1) “You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood.” (vs. 5)
2. Peter’s use of the Old Testament

a. In verses 4-8, Peter frequently quotes the Old Testament to give God’s perspective to the reactions and responses of sinners to the gospel, and saints to the glory of God.

1) The words in CAPITAL letters are quotations from the OT.
I. The Living STONE

A. “And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the sight of God”

1. Jesus is the living STONE

a. The verb “coming” is not a response to salvation but an intimate abiding of a believer “drawing near” to Jesus, who is precious in value. 

b. Spiritual growth is the result of faithful intimacy with Jesus, the “choice” cornerstone of the building (Isa. 28:16). The building is not a museum of old artifacts, but sinners saved by grace, alive in the Spirit, and separated from sin.

II. SAINTS – Living Stones

A. “You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood.”

1. The phrase “living stones” is Peter’s way of saying that Jesus is the one who makes the spiritually “dead” come to life!

a. Since Peter describes all saints as believer “priests,” it is important that we know what priests do? 

1) The priest was the mediator between sinful man and holy God.  Before the Great High Priest paid sin’s penalty on Calvary’s cross, God appointed human priests to intercede for the sins of His people. Only the priest could “draw near” to God on behalf of God’s people. 

b. Today, all believers are able to “draw near” to God through the mediatorial work of Christ (1 Tim. 2:5). Drawing near or “abiding” is a key to growing spiritually (James 4:8).

B. “To offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

1. Now that Jesus, our mediator, has provided the only acceptable sacrifice for sin (His body & blood), what sort of sacrifices are WE to make?  

     a. Sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving (worship) - Heb. 13:15. 

  b. Sacrifices of life (work), and  lips (witness) – Romans 12:1


III. Sinners who STUMBLE over the STONE

A. “But for those who disbelieve … they stumble because they are disobedient to the word.”
1. At the same time Peter proclaims the value and privilege of belonging to God’s household, He gives a dire warning to all who disbelieve the message. 

a. Besides being the STONE some builders accepted, Jesus is also the STONE other builders rejected (Psa. 118:22) because the light of Christ exposes sin and judges disobedience. In verse 8, Peter quotes Isaiah 8:14-15 to describe the apostasy of Israel. Instead of being graced with repentance, these unbelievers were “disobedient to the word.” 

B. “To this doom they were also appointed.”

1. The Greek word appointed means destined. It speaks of God’s sovereign act in predestining sinners to judgment.

a. Why did God prepare some vessels for destruction? (Rom. 9:22-23) We will discuss this important and controversial truth, next week.
PAGE  
2

