Jesus – The Growing Years

Christian Parenting - 101
Proverbs 22:6; Luke 2:52

09 FBC 12-27
Introduction: “Train up a child in the way he should go, even when he is old he will not depart from it.”
A.  Christian Parenting

1.  In Proverbs 22:6 and Luke 2:52 God gives four keys words that must be understood and properly applied if we are to succeed as Christian parents. Jesus matured accordingly.
a. “Train” - The word implies a willingness to give both proper stimulation and proper discipline when it is needed.  Parents are to help their children thirst for righteousness.

b. “Child” - This Hebrew word refers to children who are living under their parents’ roof.  It includes children ages 0-21. 

c. “Way” - The ‘way’ of a child is his particular bent. Parenting involves helping your child discover his strengths and weaknesses. 

d. “Go” - The goal of parenting is to train our kids to live in this world dependent on God but independent of parental stewardship.

I. Parenting Your Child’s Mind (Wisdom - Lk. 2:52)

A.  Intellectual Growth

1.  Parents must train their children to become wise so as to make godly decisions and sound judgments.

a. So many proverbs appeal to a child’s ability to hear, understand and believe that we must make every effort to train them to listen, observe, read, think, and speak truth. (Pro. 1:8-9; 2:1; 4:1-2, 10; 6:20-22)

b. Paul credits Timothy’s grandmother and mother for the teaching and training that Timothy received as a child (2 Tim. 3:14-15). 

II. Parenting Your Child’s Body (Stature – Lk. 2:52)

A.  Physical Growth

1.  Parents must provide opportunities for their children to develop strong and healthy bodies. They must provide food, encourage exercise, and care for all their physical needs.

a. We live in a “couch-potato” society where fewer kids are growing and developing their physical skills.  Parents need to stimulate their children to pursue physical activity of some kind.

b. Luke 2:40, 52; Prov. 12:27, 31:17; 1 Tim. 4:8, 5:8 

c. Parents must also help to instruct their kids in hygiene and personal appearance.  God may look at the heart but people look at outward appearance, and it’s people we are called to evangelize (1 Cor. 9:22). 

III. Parenting Your Child’s Spirit (Favor w/God – Lk. 2:52)
A.  Spiritual Growth

1. While no parent can insure salvation for their child, every parent must use the Word, the Church, and a godly example to reach the child’s spirit for Christ.

a. Two of the most damaging sins that drive children away from the kingdom of God are hypocrisy and child-centered parenting.

b. Gen. 18:19; Deut. 6:4; Prov. 29:15; Matt. 18:6; Eph. 6:4; Col. 3:21

c. When parents are confident that the Holy Spirit is clearly in control of their child’s life they can gradually release their kids from the reproof of the rod to the rule of God

IV. Parenting Your Child’s Social Life (Favor w/Men – Lk. 2:52)
A.  Friends and Activities

1. Children need guidance in choosing peers who will profit them socially lest they be misled and coerced by mischievous associations.

a. 1 Cor. 15:33

b. 2 Peter 2:7
       c. Isa. 30:1

2.  Children will not be damaged socially because you failed to expose them to lots of children at an early age. 

Conclusion:

A.  Obedience!

1.  God has one word of instruction to children.

a. “Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.” (Col. 3:20; Eph. 6:1; Luke 2:51; Heb. 5:8-9)
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