Christmas Kenosis
Phil. 2:5-8

09 FBC – 12-13
Introduction: “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45)

A. The Humility of Incarnation

1. Christian love and service finds its example in the kenosis of Christmas.

a. Paul is writing to believers in the Church at Philippi. Only Christians are able to live as Paul directs, because the power to apply this truth comes from the indwelling Holy Spirit, and not the flesh.

1) The Christian life is a long walk with Jesus. We become like Him when we spend time with Him through his Word. Christianity is a relationship with the risen Savior who lives inside us through the Holy Spirit (See also Gal. 2:20).

b. In Philippians 2:5-8, Paul points us to Jesus and to those things that made his example worth emulating.  

I. His Form

A. Morphe

1. We will only love as Jesus loved when we pattern our lives after the Jesus of Scripture. Many believe in “another Jesus” to the destruction of their soul (2 Cor. 11:4).

a. The word “form” in verse 6 is morphe in the Greek. It has to do with the essence of Christ’s inward nature. All the attributes of God are found in Jesus, because Jesus IS God (Heb. 1:3).

II. Fashion

A. Schema

1. The kenosis of Christmas has most to do with the humanity of Jesus Christ.

a. Although Jesus existed in the form of God, He was willing to be fashioned in the likeness of man. He “emptied” Himself and took on a human body identical to ours. This is what is meant by “Incarnate.”

b. Christmas is all about the God of the universe coming into this world as one who takes on a human appearance; the Spirit becomes flesh.

1) “Veiled in flesh the God-head see; Hail the Incarnate Deity, pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.” (Hark The Herald Angels Sing – Charles Wesley)

2. How did Jesus “empty” Himself?

a. He emptied himself of heavenly glory.                                               b. He emptied Himself of His supreme authority.                                   c. He emptied Himself of His divine prerogatives.                                 d. He emptied Himself of personal riches.                                              e. He emptied Himself of perfect fellowship with the Father.

III. His Attitude

A. Humility

1. “Although He existed in the form of God, He did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped.”

a. Jesus was not concerned about self-image, but about serving the sinners He came to save. He was not concerned about making life better for Himself but about making life better for others.

b. The Lord’s entire life was given over to humble circumstances in order that He might exalt those He came to serve.

1) Paul says, He “took the form of a bond-servant.” It wasn’t just that Jesus performed humble service but that His very nature was given over to self-sacrifice.

IV. His Action

A. Love

1. Jesus’ love for sinners took Him all the way to the cross. 

a. The purpose for the birth of Christ was to culminate in His death. 

1) “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.” (John 15:13)

2. If we are going to love as Jesus loved, we’re going to have to have the same attitude of humility toward sinners that Jesus had toward us; even be willing to die, if necessary.
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