The Glory of Christmas!

John 1:14

09 FBC 12-6
Introduction: “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth”.

A. Who is God!

1. How can we celebrate the glory of Christmas if we are confused about God’s identity?

a. The pluralistic world we live in is saturated with religion. But do we know God?

b. The “Christian” church has also hindered mankind by inaccurately defining the God we claim to worship. We may give Him the same name, [Jesus Christ], but we are often schizophrenic in describing His work and attributes.

1) i.e. Is Jesus the Incarnate Son of God who humbly came to save His people from their sins, or is He a “genie” whose lamp we rub to gain health, wealth and prosperity?

3. God defines Himself through His Word. If all we are left with is the Bible, will we still believe? 

a. God inspired sinful men to write a holy book (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21). Each author condemns self and points us to Christ. Such humility is unnatural unless God is the author of the book. All of God’s predictions and prophecies written centuries before their time have come to pass just as He promised. His Word is true. The Bible has always triumphed over those who tried to destroy it. God preserves His Word because He is the Alpha and the Omega.

B. The Word is God

1. The incarnate Son was “with” God, because He “was” God, long before we ever got to meet Him.

a. He is the Second Person of the Trinity, not a force (vs. 2). 

b. He is the Creator of the world, not a “part” of the creation (vs. 10).

2. The prophet Isaiah predicted Christ’s birth hundreds of years before the “word became flesh”. Jesus is Messiah!

a. Isa. 7:14, 9:6-7; Matt. 1:18-23; Luke 2:1-52

I. Sola Gratia

A. Christmas Grace

1. God humbled Himself; He “descended” to us by sending Jesus to deliver us from the darkness of sin (Rom. 3:23). 

a. God came to earth to be with us (vs. 14; Phil. 2:6-8).

1) Religion tells you there is a human way to ascend to God. Religion lies. If we are to enjoy God’s presence at all, He must descend [come down] to be with us. Man can do nothing to receive forgiveness of sins. It is a gift, solely and wholly by God’s grace.

II. Sola Fide

A. Christmas Faith

1. The reformers emphasized “faith alone” because the only means to receiving God’s grace was through faith. 

a. Jesus, the Word, is full of truth and wisdom; but such knowledge of God comes only to the believer through faith (James 1:5).

b. “Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.” (John 20:29)  “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.” (Eph. 2:8-9)

III. Sola Christo

A. Christmas is Christ Alone!

1. The glory of Christmas is the glory of Christ ONLY!

a. Jesus will not share His glory with another! Christmas is not a time for ecumenism. God is not looking to unite all religions around a golden Santa Clause. Jesus Christ alone is the only true God.

b. Christmas is about Christ! Jesus is the only way! (Jn. 14:6) And because His way is narrow, it excludes all religions; even the “religion” of Christianity. 

1) The Bible affirms a “remnant” of true believers and con-demns all “religion.” There are two branches of Christianity, the true “bush” and the false “tree”. (Matt. 13:32)

c. You and I must rest in the glory of the One and Only if we are to behold the glory of Christmas.  The world has done its best to take Christ out of Christmas, but there is no Christmas without Jesus. He is the glory of Christmas!
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