Proverbs - Warnings

Selected Scriptures

09 FBC 8-16
Introduction: “The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul…by them your servant is warned” (Psa. 19:7, 11)

A. The “Way” of Man

1. The world is messed up because people are messed up. All have “gone astray” from birth. (Psa. 58:3; Isa. 53:6; Rom. 3:23)

a. In the book of Proverbs Solomon put it this way: “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.” (14:12)

b. The wisdom and warnings contained in Proverbs is truth God uses to change our perspective and to direct our “way”. 

I. Turn Away from the Path of Sinners

A. “My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent.” (1:10)

1. Christians must choose their acquaintances wisely. 

a. The word “sinners” is defined by Paul in 1 Cor. 15:33 to mean “bad company.” Avoid close association with people whose lifestyle is filled with sin. Witness to them but don’t wander with them. (Prov. 4:14, 23:17; Psalm 1:1-2)

II. Say “No” to the Temptation of Pride

A. “Do not be wise in your own eyes” (3:7)

1. We all have a tendency to think more highly of ourselves than we should. (Rom. 12:3; 2 Cor. 10:17)

a. The sin of pride operates on comparisons rather than conditions. The moment you compare yourself with another person, thinking you are better or worse, pride is in the heart. (Pro. 8:13, 11:2, 29:23)

III.  Flee the Enticements of Sexual Sin

A. “With her many persuasions she entices him; with her flattering lips she seduces him. Do not let your heart turn aside to her ways, Do not stray into her paths.” (7:21, 25)

1. Solomon warns his “sons” to flee the adulteress women. Stay away from her path. (See 5:3-8, 7:25)

a. There are some temptations that we are able to resist by “standing firm.” Sexual sin is not one of them. The command of the Lord re-garding sexual temptation is always “flee”. (1 Cor. 6:18; 2 Tim. 2:22)


b. Furthermore, don’t let pride deceive you into thinking that you immune from such sins. All are capable of falling (1 Cor. 10:12).

IV. Guard against Destructive Speech

A. “The one who guards his mouth preserves his life; the one who opens wide his lips comes to ruin” (Prov. 13:3).

1. The tongue will be used either to “build up” or to “tear down.” (Eph. 4:29)

a. In Proverbs, Solomon exposes the sin of different kinds of tongues. (A lying tongue, the smooth tongue of the adulteress, a perverse tongue, a destructive tongue, a backbiting tongue, a flattering tongue)

V. Forsake a Life of Laziness

A. “The way of the lazy is as a hedge of thorns” (Prov. 15:19). 

1. The life of the person who is lazy will be filled with all kinds of difficulties. (2 Thess. 3:10-11; 1 Tim. 5:13)

a. Proverbs 6:6; 13:4; 20:4, 13; 21:25

VI.  Avoid Lingering Long over Strong Drink

A. “Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has contentions? Who has complaining? Who has wounds without cause? …Those who linger long over wine.”  (Prov. 23:29-30)

1. Solomon is concerned with the issue of drunkenness. 

a. Irresponsible consumption of alcoholic beverages will destroy your life (See also Eph. 5:18).

VII.  Denounce Religious Hypocrisy

A. “He who turns away his ear from listening to the law, even his prayer is an abomination.” (Prov. 28:9)

1. A hypocrite is a person who says the right thing with the mouth but who behaves in ways contrary to the truth.

a. Many times, in the book of Proverbs, the religious hypocrite is referred to as a “fool” or one who acts foolishly. “Answer a fool as his folly deserves, that he not be wise in his own eyes.” (Prov. 26:5)
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