Proverbs - Wisdom

Selected Scriptures

09 FBC 8-9
Introduction: “To know wisdom and instruction, to discern the sayings of understanding, to receive instruction in wise behavior, righteousness, justice and equity.” (Prov. 1:2-4)

    A. Wisdom Literature

1. In the opening chapter, Solomon tells us that the entire purpose for the book of Proverbs is to know wisdom; to receive instruction in wise behavior. 

a. Proverbs is one of several books in the Old Testament that have been classified as “wisdom literature”. Job, Ecclesiastes, the Song of Solomon, and some of the Psalms can also be placed into this category because of the practical instruction given.

b. In the New Testament, the book of James has also been referred to as “wisdom literature,” due to its practical relevance and direct reference to God’s “wisdom from above.”

2. What is Wisdom?

a. Biblical wisdom is more than just the accumulation of knowledge related to some topic important to God. It is the ability to translate such knowledge into godly decisions and choices that affect one’s daily life.

b. The wisdom Solomon imparts is disseminated in “proverbial” form. A proverb is a concentrated statement of truth presented by using a grammatical structure called parallelism. These parallel statements could be synonymous, antithetical or progressive in style.

c. Each proverb is to be understood as a “general” principle and not a precise precept. We gain “wisdom” and “understanding” when we gather together the total collection of proverbs related to a given subject or situation.

1) For example, there are many proverbs related to managing money. However, no one proverb will give us God’s wisdom on saving, spending, investing, giving or borrowing $$$. We must study the Proverbs collectively to glean God’s wisdom in this area.

I. Wisdom Pursued

    A. “Acquire wisdom! Acquire understanding!”

1. Why is Solomon so adamant about man’s need for wisdom? 

a. Read 1 Kings 3:7-14; 2 Chronicles 1:7-13

b. God praised Solomon’s request for wisdom because wisdom is what is most needed in order to live godly in the present age. As you read the above passages please notice that Solomon did not ask God to do FOR him what God wanted to do THROUGH him. Solomon asked God for the wisdom to know what to do, and the courage to do it, and God blessed him greatly for such a request.

2. James is Solomon’s NT counterpart. He urges his readers to pursue wisdom without “doubting” (James 1:5-8). 

a. The person who truly wants God’s wisdom must sincerely believe that Jesus will give it if they ask. Those who do not come in faith will find themselves in despair when calamity strikes (Prov. 1:24-33).
II. Wisdom Personified

A. “If you seek her as silver and search for her as for hidden      treasures; then you will discern the fear of the Lord and discover the knowledge of God.”

1. Why does Solomon give wisdom a woman’s personality? (Prov. 1:20f, 2:1f, 3:13f, 8:1-2)

a. Though Dad is ultimately responsible for God’s instruction to children, the Word of God teaches that “women” are to be the primary day-to-day communicators of this wisdom to them (Prov. 1:8, 31:36-37; 2 Tim. 1:5; Titus 2:5). God’s voice to children most often comes through Mom as she teaches her kids the Word of God.

2. What is the emphasis of “Lady Wisdom’s” teachings?

a. A call to salvation -                                                                                b. A call to righteousness -




 c. A call to prosperity - 

III. Wisdom Practiced

A. “How blessed are those …who practice righteousness at all times!” (Psa. 106:3)

1. The wise man, or the wise woman, is not just a hearer of the Word, he or she is also a DOER.

a. The book of proverbs is not just knowledge to be believed, it is godly counsel designed to affect your behavior.
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