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Introduction: “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.” (1 Cor. 15:17)
A. Resurrection Reality!

1. Jesus Christ is risen! The tomb is empty! Sin is defeated and glory declared! Hallelujah, what a Savior!

a. Why is there so much interest in the miracle of resurrection but so little respect given to the message of our resurrected Lord? 
2. The apostle Paul devoted an entire chapter to answering questions about the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and included its impact and future implications for all believers.
a. 1 Corinthians 15 is Paul’s magnum opus about resurrection reality. It will also be the focus of our study this morning.
I. Our Resurrection Belief (vss. 1-32)

A. Is Fundamental

1. Biblical Christianity stands or falls on the basis of resurrection reality. If the skeptics are right, we’re doomed.
a. “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.” (vs. 17)
b. “If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.” (vs. 19)
B. Is Factual

1. Beginning in verse 3, Paul explains what actually happened. 
a. “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.”
2. Paul even supports the “fact” by pointing to the cultic practices of false religion who embrace the truth (vs. 29). 
a.“Otherwise, what will those do who are baptized for the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why then are they baptized for them?”
C. Is Fervent

1. The resurrection of Jesus Christ changes human life!

a. Why would Paul risk his own life for the gospel of Jesus Christ if the resurrection hadn’t happened? (vss. 30-32). 

b. Movements come and go, but Christianity has persevered fervently for two centuries because Christ is alive in the hearts of men, women, and children who believe! He’s alive! He has risen indeed!
II. Our Resurrected Body (vss. 35-49)

A. Similar

1. Jesus’ post-resurrection visit with the disciples confirmed that our new heavenly body will be identifiable (Luke 24:39).
B. Splendid

1. Our resurrected bodies will be eternal, glorious and mighty!

a. Jesus “will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body.” (Phil. 3:21)
C. Spiritual

1. Our new bodies will be fit for heaven’s realm.
a. “The spiritual man will have a body adapted for heaven and unlike that which was earthy. Christ had a glorified body to which the bodies of the saints must yet be made like.” Albert Barnes
III. Our Resurrection Bliss (vss. 50-57)
A. We Shall Be Changed!

1. While there is much about our future change that is still a mystery, what is not uncertain is the immortal, imperishable, unfading glory that we will behold in heaven.

a. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who ac-cording to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away … protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”  1 Peter 1:3-5

“I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies.”  Jesus - John 11:25
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