Jesus: Our Example of Unjust Suffering

1 Peter 2:21-25
 09 FBC 5-17
Introduction: “While being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously.”

 A. Called to Suffer

1. Submission and suffering often go hand-in-hand.

a. Submission involves relinquishing personal control of one’s life to the authority of another. To deny self of certain liberties for the sake of the gospel is a form of suffering, ranging from mild to severe.

1) Giving up liberties so as to prevent another brother or sister from stumbling is a mild form of suffering. Being stoned or beaten for proclaiming the gospel is much more severe. 

b. Since submission often leads to suffering, Peter digresses from the topic of submission to elaborate on the subject of “unjust suffering,” using Jesus as our example or model for endurance. 

I. Jesus Suffered for Righteousness

A. He “kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.”

1. According to these verses, “righteousness” is the reason why Jesus suffered and died (See Matthew 3:13). 

a. Jesus is the righteousness of God; the perfect God/man “come down from heaven.” The cross of Christ is God’s payment for sin. His {Jesus} righteousness must cover all who are saved.

b. Sin’s penalty {death and condemnation} could only be removed by a “righteous” man willing to suffer and die in man’s place. In order to “fulfill all righteousness,” Jesus identified with sinners that needed His righteousness imputed and imparted to them (2 Cor. 5:21). 

c. Submitting to unjust rulers and unreasonable masters’ takes supernatural strength and “right” motivation; the kind Jesus showed when He suffered and died on your behalf (Heb. 12:1-4). 

II. Jesus Suffered for Reprobates

A. “For you were continually straying like sheep.” 
1. If God’s justice was served, we would suffer eternally in hell for our own sins. Such “torment” would never end. 

a. Peter’s use of the word “sheep” is not describing believers but “lost sheep;” sheep who have no shepherd (Matt. 9:36; Psa. 119:76). 

b. The verb “straying” means “to wander.” Since Jesus suffered for you (while you were going astray), is it too much for Jesus to ask you to suffer for Him, now? (See also Rom. 5:6-8; Phil. 3:8-10).

2. When we don’t see ourselves desperately needing a Savior, we will not appreciate the magnitude of Christ’s suffering and sacrifice for our sin.

a. “He who is forgiven little, loves little.” (Luke 7:47)

III. Jesus Suffered to Rescue Sinners

A. “But now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.”
1. Finally, Peter reminds these scattered and suffering saints that Jesus suffered to rescue them from Satan’s grasp.

a. The Greek word for “returned” speaks about repentance. Made in God’s image, we were created for relationship with God to the glory and praise of His name! But sin (imputed and indwelling) separated man from God forever. 

b. In Gen. 3, Satan stole the show and deceived Eve who participated with Adam in disobedience to God. Totally unable to save himself, fallen man needs to be rescued from sin. Jesus is our life-saver! 

c. Through “repentance” and the redemptive work of Christ on the cross, Jesus reconciles sinners to Himself … restoring our fellowship with God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Jesus suffered to redeem and rescue sinners from the wrath of God to come. Hallelujah!

2. Peter’s word choice in verse 25 (i.e. guardian) is the very same word translated “visitation” in verse 12; episkopos.

a. The day of visitation is the initial day when God comes to save a sinner from impending doom. Peter uses it in verse 25 to speak about the Lord’s intimate care for the “sheep” that now belong to Him. 

b. If you have repented and turned to God in salvation, then you are being shepherded and “visited” every day by the Lord Jesus Christ.

1) Jesus is always with you, even in the midst of your trial. He will never leave or forsake you (1 Peter 5:6-7; Psalm 23)!
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