Submission: The Key to an Effective Witness, Pt. 3

1 Peter 3:1-6
 09 FBC 5-24
Introduction: “In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior.”

 A. A Winning Witness!

1. Peter remains focused on submission as a means God uses to win the lost.   

a. Christian men and women who are married to unbelieving spouses can have an effective witness in the home, if they will follow God’s blueprint in relating to their spouse.

b. Most of Peter’s ink is devoted to females because a majority of new converts were women married to unbelieving men.  

c. In Greco-Roman culture, women were not permitted to have an identity independent from their spouse. In such a society a wife was expected to worship the god of her husband and not upset the religious status quo or the family. In fact, the husband and society would perceive the wife’s worship of Jesus Christ as rebellion.

I. Submissive

A. “In the same way”
1. The opening phrase, “in the same way” takes us back to the principle of submission as the means God uses to win the lost in society, at work, or in the home.

B. “Even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives.”
1. When you live with an unbeliever day-in and day-out, your deeds are much more effective than your words. 

a. If you really want to be successful at winning your unbelieving husband to Christ, then don’t preach; pray and live a godly life. 
b. The word “behavior” or “conduct” is described by two Greek words - hagnos = holy, and phobos = fear.

1) Don’t be afraid to live a holy life in the presence of an unbeliever, especially when that unbeliever is your husband.

II. Modest

A. “And let not your adornment be merely external-- braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses.”
1. It’s not sin for a woman to look attractive, but their real beauty is not defined by outward appearance (See Prov. 30:31). 

a. True beauty resides in the “hidden person of the heart” (vs. 4). A godly woman should be more concerned about the “inner man” than keeping up with the latest and greatest fashions and fads. 

b. True beauty is also related to the “imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.”
1) The word “gentle” is prautes in the Greek. It describes the woman who does not attack back but waits on God to move.  

2) The phrase “quiet spirit” is also translated “tranquil” in 1 Peter 2:2. Godly women are to provide a peaceful home.

c. Peter applies the word “precious,” a word normally reserved for “gold jewelry,” to the qualities of a godly heart. 

III. Faithful

A. “For in this way in former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being submissive to their own husbands.”
1. Since Peter doesn’t name these women, it’s likely that he is referring to the Hebrew lifestyle; to God’s blueprint for marriage given to the women “who hoped in God.” 

a. The “holy women” are proper examples of how a wife ought to function in the home. She is to be submissive to her husband.

2. Take Sarah, for example. She “obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become her children if you do what is right without being frightened by any fear.”
a. Peter’s reference is likely Gen. 12 and Gen. 20. Abraham, wanting to protect his own skin, lied about Sarah’s identity. She submitted to his scheme, even calling him “lord” (Gen. 18:12), while he called her his “sister.” 

b. Sarah’s name is recorded in Heb. 11, meaning that Sarah’s trust was in the Lord, not her husband. She believed that God could over rule her husband’s disobedience and accomplish His will nonetheless.
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