The Glory of Suffering
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Introduction: “For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong.”

A. A Theology of Suffering

1. No one likes to suffer. The very word implies agony that brings, pain, persecution, and perhaps ultimate death to the life of an individual. 

a. The Greek word for suffering is pascho. It refers to afflictions that come upon you; pain inflicted by an outside source.

b. The Latin phrase via dolorosa describes the path of pain and suffering Jesus walked when He carried His cross to Calvary. 

1) “Down the Via Dolorosa called the way of suffering. Like a lamb came the Messiah, Christ the King. But He chose to walk that road out of love for you and me; Down the Via Dolorosa all the way to Calvary.”

2. Jesus suffered to secure the salvation of God’s elect; to pay the penalty for man’s sin and to leave His disciples with an example that they might have to follow in the future.

a. 1 Peter 2:21, 4:1, 5:10; Philippians 3:10; 2 Cor. 12:7-12

b. For the believer, suffering has a way of putting God on display in the life. Our witness for Jesus is enhanced when God replaces our power with His own. Suffering will often produce this result.

1) “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves.” (2 Cor. 4:7).  

I. What Jesus’ Suffering Accomplished

A. “For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in order that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit.”
1. Permanent Forgiveness of Sins

a. Under the Old Covenant, forgiveness for sin was temporal, not permanent. Jesus died in our place (once for all) to provide forgiveness that would last forever! 

1) “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” (2 Cor. 5:21)

b. “Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.” (John 8:24)
2. Justice for Sinners

a. In God’s economy sin must be sentenced. A just, holy and righteous God cannot allow sin to go unpunished. From the very beginning God cursed sin and pronounced the death sentence upon all who sin in the likeness of Adam. “All have sinned” (Rom. 3:23)

b. The word “just” dikaios means to be righteous or innocent. Jesus never sinned in all his behavior. Everything He ever did fulfilled all righteousness (Heb. 7:26; 1 John 3:5). His substitutionary death was vicarious (i.e “just”). The Innocent One died on behalf of the guilty. 

3. Reconciliation with God

a. The mediatorial work of Jesus Christ bridged the gap between sinful man and holy God (Rom. 5:10; 2 Cor. 5:18).

1) “For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” (1 Tim. 2:5)

b. While we all have a propensity to avoid the “middle man,” we need Jesus to mediate and bring us to God (John 14:6). There’s no other way to a relationship with God than through Jesus Christ His Son.

4. Life in the Spirit

a. Jesus’ suffering and death in His body provided the coming of the Holy Spirit to all who believe. It is the Holy Spirit’s work in us that is the source of power for our spiritual lives! Hallelujah, what a Savior!
II. What Jesus’ Suffering Announced

A. “In which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison.”
1. Jesus’ triumph over sin is great news to the saint and grave news to the unrepentant sinner whose judgment lies ahead.

a. “If this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials and to hold the unrighteous for the day of judgment, while continuing their punishment.” (2 Peter 2:9 Niv)

1) Out of Christ’s suffering and death comes the announcement of victory over sin for those who are in Christ Jesus … And deadly defeat for those who willfully reject Him as Lord and Savior.
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