Submission: The Key to an Effective Witness, Pt. 4

1 Peter 3:7
 09 FBC 5-31

Introduction: “You husbands … live with your wives in an understanding way… so that your prayers will not be hindered.”
 A. “In the same way”
1. While Peter devotes many verses to wives submitting to husbands, submission is a two way street. Believing husbands must also submit to unbelieving wives.

a. This entire section of Scripture (3:1-7) is devoted to the believer’s witness in the home when the other spouse is an unbeliever.  

1) “The unbelieving wife is to be accorded the same respect as a fellow Christian with the hope of winning her to authentic faith.”   



      Baker Exegetical Commentary
2. Peter’s use of the word “likewise” or “in the same way” takes us back to the subject of submission (2:13, 18; 3:1). 

a. Some believe that the wife in verse 7 is a believer because of the phrase “fellow heir of the grace of life.” However, the gift of grace Peter refers to is life, not salvation. Husbands and wives are joint partakers of earthly life. In heaven there is no marriage.

b. In vs. 7, Peter delicately teaches how marriage can be enjoyed while the husband seeks to win his unbelieving wife to the Lord. 

I. Listen to Her

A. “Live with your wives in an understanding way” 

1. A believing husband will never understand the woman God gave to him unless he “listens” to what she is saying.

a. Literally, the Greek says, “dwell with them according to knowledge.” It could be translated “Get to know them intimately.” 

1) The Greek Septuagint uses this phrase “live with” about 7 times, and three of them convey the idea of sexual intimacy. 

2) If a believing husband wants to win his unbelieving spouse to the Lord, the first priority is to develop an intimate relationship with her that begins with listening intently to what she is saying. 

II. Protect Her

A. “As with a weaker vessel”
1. Women are weaker vessels who need man’s protection. 

a. Karen Jobes gives insight. “Peter’s description of the female as the “weaker vessel” reflects similar descriptions in Greek writings that should perhaps inform our understanding.”

1) Aristotle – weakness in body and courage.                                2) Xenophon – weakness in strength and endurance. 

b. In 1 Peter, the weaker vessel is primarily understood as physical weakness relative to men’s strength. Christian men are to protect, not exploit. Women are also created in the image of God and need to be protected and preserved to fulfill their calling in the world.
III. Honor Her

A. “Grant her honor”
1. Finally, believing husbands are to “honor their spouses;” to lift up rather than to tear down (See also Eph. 5:28-30).

a. To “honor” someone is to appreciate their worth. It is to value them as a precious prize. It is to put them on a podium or pedestal and show them respect.

b. This is how a believing husband is to treat his unbelieving wife. In Peter’s day, the temptation would be to put down his unbelieving wife as if she were some sort of inferior specimen, just like the pagan men of the culture did with their wives. Christianity is different!

B. The Consequence for Disobedience

1. If you are a Christian, there will always be consequences for disobedience in this life. You reap what you sow.

a. Jesus may have saved you, forgiven you of all your sins, and will raise you to glory one day … but, in this life, when we willfully violate God’s Word, we are disciplined by the Lord for our good and His glory! (Heb. 12:6-14) And should we refuse to repent of known sin … weakness, sickness and death may follow (1 Cor. 11:30). 

1) Here, the consequence for disobedience is broken fellowship with God. Husbands, your “prayers will be hindered.”
b. The word “hindered” is egkopto. It means “to delay,” “to impede” or “to cut down.” The Parker translation is this: “Your prayers will not get through to God.”
1) Psa. 66:18; Prov. 1:24 ff.; Isa. 59:2; Ezek. 8:18; Mic. 3:4
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