Doing God’s Will, God’s Way
1 Peter 4:1-6
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Introduction: “Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right.” 1 Peter 4:19

A. “… He who does the will of My Father…” - Matthew 7:21
1. Twice in these first 6 verses Peter repeats the theme that we are here to “do God’s will” and to do it “God’s way;” a “way” that may include suffering. 
a. Doing God’s will is a test of genuine faith. The saved are people who desire to do God’s will. The same grace that brings salvation also sanctifies the believer to love God and do His will.
b. Matthew 7:21; 12:46, 26:39; John 3:36, 5:30, 6:38; Titus 2:11-14
I. Arm Yourselves with the Mind of Christ
A. “Since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same purpose.”
1. The directive in vs. 1, “to arm yourselves,” is another way of saying that we must “think the way Jesus thought;” that we are to possess the mind of Christ. (1 Cor. 2:14; Rom. 12:2).
a. When Word and Spirit come together in the heart of man we have the ability to think like Jesus. Paul describes it as “putting on” the new man, and “putting off” the old carnal nature. 
b. Please don’t think that Jesus doesn’t understand man’s struggle between flesh and Spirit. He is well aware of our weaknesses and besetting sins. Yes, He always obeyed the Father’s will, but He did wrestle with temptation (Matthew 4:1-11, 26:37-42; Heb. 2:18).
c. In the end, if we are to accomplish God’s will we must die to self just as Jesus died to His own desires and will (Luke 9:23; Phil. 2:6).
II. Separate Yourselves from the Musings of Sin
A. “For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousing, drinking parties and abominable idolatries.”
1. Submission to God’s will requires a disconnect from the past. The old is gone, the new has come (2 Cor. 5:17). 
a. Peter’s point is this: All of the “feel good” sins of the past must be put to death in order to do God’s will. In doing so we suffer. God has chosen a holy separated lifestyle for the believer (2 Cor. 6:17).
B. “In all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excesses of dissipation, and they malign you.”
1. The word “malign” is blasphemeo in the Greek, from which we get our English word “to blaspheme.” 
a. When we choose to do God’s will, and to live a life that is pleasing to Him we will likely encounter opposition from sinful men.
III. Prepare Yourselves for the Day of Judgment
A. “But they shall give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.”
1. Peter reminds his readers that Jesus Christ will judge all who ever lived. Sinners do not get away with their sinful deeds (Rom. 2:16; 2 Tim. 4:1; Phil. 2:10; 2 Pet. 3:7). 
a. Beloved, do not grow weary or lose heart as you suffer for Jesus. Judgment Day will be a bad Day for the enemies of the gospel. 
IV. Remember the Martyred Saints
A. “For the gospel has for this purpose been preached even to those who are dead, that though they are judged in the flesh as men, they may live in the spirit according to the will of God.”
1. Peter’s last plea for pursuing God’s will is the martyred saints who had suffered prior to their death.
a. The “dead” in verse 6 are those saints who suffered and died in the past. Peter uses them as an example of other believers whose lives were taken while following and serving the Lord Jesus Christ.  
1) The phrase “judged in the flesh as men” is simply a reference to martyrdom. They were killed by godless men who viewed God’s people as a hindrance rather than a help to society. 
2) Heb. 11:24-26, 36-40; Matt. 5:10-11; Acts 5:40; 1 Cor. 4:11-13
b. “It is the norm that those who love the Lord should be hated by the world that hated Him and nailed Him to the tree.” Schuyler English
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