The Joy of Suffering for Jesus!
1 Peter 4:12-16
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Introduction: “But if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not feel ashamed, but in that name let him glorify God.” 

A. The Test of Faith
1. One of the qualities and characteristics of true faith is that it “hopes” for what is not yet seen. The believer’s joy is rooted in hope (1 Peter 1:3, 3:15), willing to persevere!
a. “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” (Heb. 11:1)
2. In this next section, Peter returns to the experience of suffering by reminding the Christian that “fiery ordeals,” as difficult as they may be, are also a “test” of genuine faith.
a. Lots of people “say” they have faith in Jesus. But one’s profession is put to the test when trials and suffering become their experience.
b. False believers will not endure the suffering that comes from trial, trouble and persecution? Their “hope” does not persevere under fire?
I. Rejoice! You’ve Passed the Test!
A. “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you.” (vs. 12)
1. Peter is writing to precious saints; believers who have passed the test. 
a. The evidence that they had received a passing grade is found in the phrase “keep on rejoicing.” The “fiery ordeal” is figurative for the test of suffering God has allowed. In Eph. 6:16, Paul refers to these attacks from Satan as “flaming arrows” or “fiery darts” (kjv).
b. The word strange means “foreign.” Do not think that “Christian suffering” is a foreign concept. Divinely allowed, suffering is part of God’s will. He allows it to test one’s faith, as was the case with Job.
B. “But to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation.” (vs. 13)
1. In verse 13, Peter differentiates between the joy we are to have now and the joy we will experience when the glory of Christ is revealed; when faith becomes sight!
a. In that day, he says, we will rejoice with “exultation.” If you only knew how wonderful entrance into heaven will be, you would leap with joy now and praise God for your temporal suffering! (Phil 3:10) 
II. Rejoice! You are Blessed!
A. “If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.”
1. Peter narrows the test to a specific form of suffering (vs. 14).
a. The word “reviled” means to be “assaulted with abusive words.” When people say unkind words, make false accusations or speak in derogatory ways about your faith in Christ, you are blessed!
b. The apostle uses the word makarios to signify that your blessing is the assurance that you belong to God (Matthew 5:11). Rejoice! 
2. Be sure the slander being hurled your way, however, is because of your Christian testimony and not due to sin. 
a. “By no means let any of you suffer as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler.”  (Vs. 15; See also 1:6-7, 2:20)
III. Rejoice! You are a Christian!
A. “But if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not feel ashamed, but in that name let him glorify God.”
1. In Peter’s day, Christianity appeared as a competing rival to the cult of Caesar. Roman citizens worshiped Caesar.
a. Those who worshipped Jesus as God were called Christianos. Rome saw that the imperialism of Christianity was challenging the imperialism of the Caesars and instigated many bloody conflicts.
2. Peter’s use of the word “ashamed” likely comes from his own denial of Jesus (Luke 22:54-62).  
a. The name “Christian” occurs three times in Scripture. (Acts 11:26; Acts 26:28; 1 Peter 4:16). Before then, Christians called themselves “disciples,” or “believers,” or those who belonged to “The Way.”
1) “The apostle, who personally had denied the Lord three times in succession, now urges his readers to praise God in the face of suffering for Jesus Christ.” Simon Kistemaker
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