The Judgment of God’s Household, Pt. 2
1 Peter 4:17-19
 09 FBC 9-20

Introduction: “And if it is with difficulty that the righteous is saved, what will become of the godless man and the sinner?

A. God’s Judgment of the Church
1. Corporate – Since the visible church consists of both wheat and tares, there must be an on-going purging and purification of the assembly.
a. Church discipline is God’s means of restoring the approved and removing unrepentant sinners from the assembly of saints. The Lord is building a holy temple for Himself; a sanctified house! (Matt. 18: 15-18; Rom. 16:17;  1 Cor. 5:13; 2 Th. 3:14; Titus 3:10; Heb. 13:17)
2. Personal – The Lord also disciplines His children so that His loving chastisement would produce in us a holy life.
a. “But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be condemned along with the world.” (1 Cor. 11:32)
b. “He disciplines us for our good, so that we may share His holiness.” (Heb. 12:10)
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II. The Pain in Judgment

III. The Outcome of Judgment

A. “What will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?”
1. The final “outcome” for all who reject the gospel of Jesus Christ will be everlasting torment in hell (Matt. 10:28; Rev. 20:15). 
a. Most commentators believe Peter is referencing Prov. 11:31, which ironically speaks, not of cursing, but “blessing.” If a sinner’s outcome is condemnation, why does Peter quote a proverb about blessing?
1) “If the righteous will be rewarded in the earth, how much more the wicked and the sinner!” (Prov. 11:31)
b. Peter acknowledges that the wicked do prosper in this world, and seem to be blessed more than saints! In fact, the saints are often the source of such blessings! (Matt. 5:38-39; 1 Pet. 3:8). The work of evangelism involves building relationships with unbelievers that they might see the life of Jesus shine through us. We bless others as a means God uses to reach them with the gospel (Luke 16:9).
c. As saints who received eternal grace, love, mercy, and compassion from God, we mustn’t forget that for the unbeliever life on earth is the best it will be? As Jesus said, on earth, “They have their reward in full!” (Matt. 6:2, 5, 16) Their joys are temporal; yours are eternal!	
IV. The Occupants of Hell 

A. The Spiritually Dead
1. Who will appear at the Great White Throne Judgment to be condemned forever in hell?
a. Anyone whose name “was not found written in the book of life.”  He will be thrown into the lake of fire. (Rev. 21:15)
a. The names were written in the Lamb’s book of life from the “foundation of the world.” (Rev. 13:8) The saints were chosen “before the foundation of the world” (Eph. 1:3-5). God’s gift of grace results in faith at the time of conversion (Eph. 2:8-9).
2. Is it “fair” to the unbelieving that God would choose to save you by His grace, and give you the gift of eternal life, while they perish in hell, forever?  
a. No one deserves heaven. We all deserve hell. If God were fair we would all perish in hell. The difference between your salvation and the unbelief of your neighbor is not human choice, BUT God’s choice of you! He appointed those who would receive the gift of eternal life. 
b. When we try to fit God into our own box, we often define fair as everyone having an equal opportunity. However, if we play by God’s rules, He defines “fair” as the condemnation of sinners for their rebellion against Him; and subsequently defines “grace” as the sovereign salvation of some who are undeserving. (Rom. 9:21-24).
V. The Objects of Glory

A. The Spiritually Alive!
1. How should the believer respond to such news? What does faith do with truth about God’s judgment?
a. Even though the godless prosper now and saints suffer according to the will of God, the believer “shall entrust your soul to a faithful Creator in doing what is right.”
b. Beloved, we are to trust God that He knows what He is doing. 
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