Doing God’s Will, God’s Way
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Introduction: “As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”

A. Trials & Suffering – God’s Will?
1. There are times in every believer’s life when God’s will include trials and suffering.
a. “Those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right.” 1 Peter 4:19
b. In verses 1-6, Peter gives divine wisdom as to how God’s will is maintained while suffering.
1) Arm yourselves with the mind of Christ. Think like Jesus!      2) Separate from the musings of sin. Put off the old man.             3) Consider the Day of Judgment when the wicked are judged.    4) Remember the martyred saints who suffered before you.
c. “Peter encourages his readers to continue to abstain from the things that society deems acceptable, even though by their abstinence they condemn such conduct and thereby possibly incur the anger of those who indulge in such things.” Baker Exegetical Commentary
2. Temporarily, in verses 7-11, the apostle sets suffering aside to discuss the basics of “doing God’s will.”
I. Pray, “Thy Will Be Done.”
A. “The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer.”
1. The first priority in knowing and doing the will of God is prayer. 
a. Prayer is the primary means to understanding the will of God. When we pray we acknowledge the nearness of God and become eager to experience the hope of heaven. 
b. Adding two phrases, “sound judgment” and “a sober spirit” is Peter’s way of saying “God’s will be done and not your own.” 
1) “This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.” 1 John 5:14
II. Love One Another
A. “Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.” 
1. It is also God’s will that I learn to love one another unconditionally; Agape love gives, and gives, and gives.
a. The word “fervent” means “with maximum effort.” Crucify self and put everything you have into loving others. 
b. When love “covers a multitude of sins” forgiveness is immediate. Because sin permeates who we are and all that we do, it is easy to find fault with others. Love refuses to nit pick sin in another’s life.
c. Peter is not excusing sins that must be confronted (sins that keep people out of the kingdom) but, in love, he reminds us all that we are ministers of grace and reconciliation and that love must prevail. 
III. Be Hospitable
A. “Be hospitable to one another without complaint.”
1. A simple definition of the word “hospitality” is a willing-ness to love or befriend strangers; those people (including believers) who are not in our immediate circle of friends. 
a. The word complaint is literally, “without muttering or murmuring.”
 b. God’s will includes being hospitable to folks and families who could use a helping hand (Rom. 12:13; Heb. 13:2).
IV. Use Your Spiritual Gift(s)
A. “As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”
1. The Holy Spirit has given every believer a spiritual gift.
a. Using grace gifts is part of doing God’s will. The word employ means “to work.” Are we being good stewards of the spiritual gifts He has given to us? (See also 1 Cor. 12:4-11 ff)
b. “Special” refers to the uniqueness of the gift God has given. No other Christian possesses your gift. You MUST use it! (Rom. 12:6)
c. Verse 11 places all gifts into two specific categories; speaking gifts and serving gifts. Peter’s point is not to teach about spiritual gifts but to motivate the body to use them. Using your gift is God’s will for you and brings glory to His name!
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