The Marks of a True Shepherd, Pt. 2
1 Peter 5:1-4
 09 FBC 10-4

Introduction: “When the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.”

A. The Biblical Elder
1. “The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord.” Jesus is the “cornerstone,” with the apostles building upon the one true foundation, preaching Christ crucified.
a. As Christianity spread, local churches were planted in Judea, Samaria, and all over the globe and a plurality of elders were chosen to lead God’s people according to the will of God.
b. The judgment of God’s church will start with the elders. These spiritual leaders will give an account for how they shepherd the sheep. Teachers incur a stricter judgment since they have enormous power to lead or mislead the sheep entrusted to their care (James 3:1).
I. The Shepherd as Overseer

A. “Exercising Oversight”
1. The overseer watches over the sheep of the fold; he provides spiritual care and love for the flock (1 Tim. 3:1). 
a. The work of an elder is to visit God’s people with the teaching of the Word and the ministry of prayer. He should love the church of Jesus Christ and be willing to sacrifice for the sheep.
II. The Shepherd as Volunteer

A. “Not under compulsion, but voluntarily.”
1. The word “voluntary” means the elder has a willing heart to shepherd. You will not have to twist his arm to serve.
III. The Shepherd is Submissive to God

A. “According to the will of God.”
1. An elder seeks God’s approval as his ultimate priority. He does not serve for the praise and glory of man (John 5:44).
IV. The Shepherd is Ready

A. “Not for sordid gain, but with eagerness.”
1. The word eager means to be “ready.” The elder is pre-pared to serve because the Holy Spirit has made him ready.
a. According to 2 Peter 2, and Jude, monetary greed is indeed what motivates the false shepherd to pretend he is a messenger from God.
1) “For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.” (1 Tim. 6:10)
b. The word “sordid” refers to dishonorable gain. It could refer to money, but it may also include using one’s position for selfish purposes and/or for personal gain.
V. The Shepherd is Humble

A. “Nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock.”
1. While all Christians are called to live humbly, the elder must manifest such humility by example to the flock.
a. Peter is repeating what the Lord Jesus said to His disciples in Mark 10:42-45. Christian leadership is not about “lording” but demonstra-ting humble service to the flock. Even Jesus came to serve others.
b. God’s elders are appointed by God and His sheep have been “allotted” to their charge; they were hand-picked by God to humbly respect your leadership as you demonstrate a servants’ heart.
VI. The Shepherd will be Rewarded

A. “And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.”
1. The Chief Shepherd is the Lord Jesus Christ. 
a. When Jesus comes back, faithful elders will receive an eternal crown of glory. False shepherds will receive condemnation in hell.
b. The phrase “crown of glory” refers to one crown (1 Thess. 2:19; 2 Tim. 4:8; James 1:12) multiple jewels. The crown consisting of …!
c. Compared to the perishable wreaths received for winning a sport-ing contest (1 Cor. 9:25), Peter describes the crown the elders receive as “unfading.” (See also Matt. 5:12, 10:41; 1 Cor. 3:8; Col. 3:23-24; Heb. 11:24; Rev. 22:12) The elder’s eternal reward is future, not now!
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