Standing in True Grace!
1 Peter 5:12
 09 FBC 11-22

Introduction: “Through Silvanus, our faithful brother (for so I regard him), I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it!

A. What is Grace?
1. The fact that Peter would differentiate between true grace and its counterfeit cannot be overlooked.
a. Today there are many false gospels that speak about grace as a commodity man must pursue to receive. If Satan can deceive you into believing you have grace, when you don’t, he’s won! 
b. Grace is the power of God at work in the life of one who is spiritually dead. Grace regenerates the heart by the power of the Holy Spirit and gives life and spiritual renewal to one who is lost in sin.
1) “Grace is the activity of God; the power of God at work through the experiences of men.” James Dunn – Comm. on Rom.
B. Silvanus
1. Silvanus, mentioned three times by Paul (1 & 2 Thess; 2 Cor. 1:19) is the messenger who delivered Peter’s letter. 
a. Peter describes Silvanus as a faithful brother in the Lord and mentions him by name to assure his readers that his courier is trustworthy in delivering the letter Peter actually wrote. 
I. Salvation

A. “Who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again.”  (1 Pet. 1:3)
1. Salvation is all of grace because God is the cause of new birth. Man contributes nothing. Even his faith is God’s gift!
a. “Who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:13).
b. “So then it {salvation} does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy” (Rom. 9:16).
II. Sanctification

A. “Who are chosen … by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:1-2).
1. Sanctification is also the exclusive work of a gracious God who sets us apart unto holiness.
a. Christian growth is the result of the perfecting work of the Holy Spirit. “By His doing I am being sanctified” (1 Cor. 1:30). God is always the cause of spiritual growth (1 Cor. 3:6; Heb. 12:6-14). 
III. The Second Coming

A. “Therefore … fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (1 Pet. 1:13)
1. Jesus is coming again! 
a. The Lord will return in the same way He departed, and no amount of human influence or interference can change God’s promise. The Second Coming is a work of grace because the power to pull it off belongs exclusively to God. 
IV. Suffering

A. “You have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving an example for you to follow.” (2:21)
1. Believers have been sovereignly set-apart to suffer for Jesus and nothing you do will avoid trial and hardship. 
a. Like James, Peter understands “trials” to be a normal natural part of life. God uses them to purify the church and perfect the saints. They are a gift of grace because the same God who allows them is using them to accomplish His good and perfect will through them. 
V. Spiritual Gifts

A. “As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”
1. Peter refers to these “special gifts” as belonging to the manifold grace of God (1 Pet. 4:10). 
a. Spiritual gifts are also grace gifts because they are given by the power of the Holy Spirit. You did not choose your spiritual gift. God determined what gift you would have long before you were even a Christian. Spiritual gifts are received upon conversion.
1) 1 Cor. 12:7, 11, 18		2) Romans 12:4-8
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