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Introduction: “Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace be to you all who are in Christ.”

A. Love One Another
1. In Matthew 22, Jesus simplifies God’s teaching about the Law to two basic truths; love God and love one another.
a. God’s grace to sinners involves reconciliation to God and to each another. True believers are known by their love for one another (John 13:35; 1 John 3:10). Through Christ all barriers between enemies are broken (Eph. 2:11-22).
2. Peter’s final greeting is an expression of love between saints. Brothers and sisters in Christ serve the same Lord.
a. Churches should not compete with each other but cooperate in unity and peace between saints; a spirit of love must prevail.
I. Greetings of Love

A. Kiss of love
1. In biblical times, the custom in Greetings and Good-byes was the “kiss of love” (Matt. 26:48; Lk. 7:44-45; Rom. 16:16). 
a. Today, how you greet one another, or say farewell, varies from culture to culture (i.e. bow, handshake, embrace, kiss).
b. “The holy kiss – men to men, and women to women – was a customary outward sign of affection among believers in the early church.”  John MacArthur
c. The church is the body of Christ. We have a responsibility to love one another in the same way Christ has loved us! (1 Cor. 12:12-27).
B. The Chosen Lady in Babylon
1. Who is this woman? Is she the same chosen lady John writes to in 2 John? Could it be a reference to Peter’s wife?
a. I believe the “chosen lady” in both letters is code for church. Peter is disguising the identity of this church or churches to avoid further persecution by the Roman government (See Kjv, 1 Peter 5:13).	
2. What about Peter’s reference to Babylon?
a. Babylon could be the Gentile world where these Christians live.
b. It might also be a code name for Rome, where Peter now resides.
c. Others believe Peter is describing the pagan practices of a world system that hates God and persecutes the church.
C. Mark
1. Mark is Peter’s spiritual son, just as Timothy was Paul’s spiritual son (2 Tim. 1:2, 2:1).
a. Mark is the John Mark of Acts 15:37. He is also Barnabas’ cousin (Col. 4:10). Mark is also the author of the gospel that bears his name.
b. Mark is included in the Greeting because previously he may have ministered to these persecuted saints by example. We know he was with Paul when Paul was imprisoned in Col. 4:10. To hear Mark’s name mentioned must have brought comfort and joy to the saints.
II. Gospel Peace

A. “Peace be to you all who are in Christ.”
1. Peter’s final words are also inspired; meaning that the Holy Spirit has a message for these suffering saints.
a. The peace of God (Phil. 4:6-7) is now extended to saints who have made peace with God (See Rom. 5:1). 
2. When the battle rages and Christians come under fire it’s easy to expect worry and anxiety to hinder our walk.
a. To live as a Christian in the early church required supernatural grace and peace from God the Father through the Lord Jesus Christ.
3. Greek dictionaries define this word “peace” as a “state of tranquility, or favor or blessing.” 
a. Peter is promising that the grace of “goodness” would overwhelm the lives of saints who are suffering for Jesus. It is the apostle’s way of saying, “Life will get better.” (See also Romans 8:28)
b. God’s peace can only be embraced by one who knows that the Lord is in complete and full control; that nothing can separate us from the love of Jesus. God is for us, not against us!
c. Our Savior rather than our circumstances should determine our degree of peace and joy! (See also Phil. 3:1, 4:4). Thank you Jesus!
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