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Introduction: “Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time.”

A. The Peril of Pride
1. “Pride is more than the first of the seven deadly sins; it is itself the essence of all sin.” John Stott
a. God hates pride because it strikes a blow to His sovereign rule and reign over life and the human heart.
1) “Pride lifts up one’s heart against God and contends for supremacy with Him.” Charles Bridges
b. Satan’s rebellion against God first surfaced as pride. Prompted by the biblical record (Isa. 14:13-14), C.J. Mahaney wrote: “Pride is when sinful human beings aspire to the status and position of God and refuse to acknowledge their dependence upon Him.”
B. Peter’s Pride
1. The author of this letter is no stranger to the sin of pride.
a. Peter was impetuous, self-reliant, cocky and boastful. In the words of Warren Wiersbe “Peter’s chief fault was his pride.” 
b. Perhaps the most humiliating moment in Peter’s self-confident world came to him in Luke 22, when Jesus told Peter that he was about to be sifted by Satan. God would use Satan to humble Peter.
I. Humility Between Christians

A. Elders
1. One important expression of the believer’s humility is seen by his submission to the elders.
a. “You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders.” (vs. 5)
b. In the same manner that elders submit to the Chief Shepherd, the younger in faith are to be subject to the elders. (Heb. 13:7, 17)
B. Saints
1. Humility must also be expressed between members of the body of Christ. 
a. “All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”
b. Peter’s quote of Proverbs 3:34 encouraged his readers. “Though He scoffs at the scoffers, Yet He gives grace to the afflicted.”
1) Instead of regretting their sufferings and afflictions these believers are to rejoice, knowing that God gives a greater grace to enable them to endure the hardship, for the sake of His glory.
2) Being humble is not a work we do, but recognition of our con-dition and disposition as sinners who need grace (2 Cor. 12:9).
c. When we “humble ourselves,” we see ourselves rightly for who we really are in God’s sight (i.e. weak, needy, dependent and helpless).
1) The classic cross-reference is Philippians 2:3-4. “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves.”
II. Humility Before God

A. Power
1. “Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time.”
a. The Lord is the “mighty God” and we are earthen vessels. When you and I think we are “something” when we are nothing, we have deceived ourselves (Gal. 6:3; 1 Cor. 4:6-7; 2 Cor. 4:7-10). 
b. In this context, the phrase “at the proper time” is defined by the word “exalted.” Hupsoo means “to lift or raise up.” God’s mighty power is most gloriously seen in the resurrection; when mortality becomes immortality! Jesus Christ raised from the dead, and every true believer raised to eternal life (Acts 24:15; 1 Cor. 15; 1 Peter 1:3). 
B. Providence
1. We also humble ourselves when we acknowledge our need and dependence on God who cares for His creatures. 
a. “Casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.”
b. Beloved, trials and sufferings are necessary to bring us low, to keep us humble; to help us see our need for Jesus in every situation.
1) Do we not “know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose?” (Rom. 8:28) God is always for us!
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