The Believer’s Battle against Satan, Pt. 2
1 Peter 5:8-11
 09 FBC 11-8

Introduction: “Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.” (Eph. 6:11)

A. Paradox
1. In 1996, Moody Press published a helpful book written by Erwin Lutzer called the Serpent of Paradise, The Incredible Story of How Satan’s Rebellion Serves God’s Purposes.
a. “Although Lucifer rebelled so he might no longer be God’s servant, he still is. Even today, Satan cannot make a move without God’s express consent.” Erwin Lutzer
2. Suffering is simultaneously both God’s will and Satan’s work? 1 Peter 5:8-11 is spiritual paradox.
a. Are you standing on the promises of God or do you walk around fearing the world, the flesh, and the devil?
I. The Alarm (vs. 8)

A. “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert.” 
1. Satan’s strategy is to deceive you with his lies. Are you aware of his schemes and prepared to fight him with truth?
II. The Attack (vs. 8)

A. “Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”
1. The word “adversary” is a military term that means opponent. Satan is someone who is against your cause. 
III. The Action (vs. 9)

A. “But resist him, firm in your faith…”.
1. Resisting Satan doesn’t require warfare classes or special techniques. The Word of God is sufficient (1 Jn. 2:14). 
a. Believers are able to stand firm against the enemy’s lies using God’s two most powerful weapons: the Word of God and prayer.
b. Jesus resisted satanic temptation by refuting the devil’s demonic doctrines with truth (Matthew 4:4; 1 Tim. 4:1). Scripture and prayer are what Christians must use to stand against Satan’s schemes.
IV. The Accomplishment (vs. 9)

A. “Knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished {in} your brethren who are in the world.”
1. All believers are being attacked by Satan. No one is immune from demonic affliction (Read the book of Job).
a. The Lord uses satanic induced suffering and trials to accomplish or “complete” you as a brother or sister in Christ (Phil. 1:6; Jam. 1:2-4).
b. While commentators agree that the phrase “little while” generally refers to the span of our earthly life, some see a dual meaning.
1) “The expression ‘after you have suffered a little while’ is intentionally vague in the amount of time it implies, allowing for restoration either in this present life or later.” Wayne Grudem
B. “Will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.”
1. Perfect – The Greek word is katartizo. It means to fit, adjust, arrange or prepare.
2. Confirm – The Greek word sterizo means to fix, to stand, to make steadfast in mind (what we need, to fight Satan). 
3. Strengthen – This word conveys the idea of a progressive strengthening; a strengthening God gives to believers now.
4. Establish – The Greek word is themelioo. Literally is has to do with laying the right foundation or fundamentals. 
a. While all of these qualities will be true in glory, Peter’s choice of words seems to indicate that God is accomplishing these things now.  
C. “To Him be dominion forever and ever. Amen.”
1. The power necessary to defeat Satan, fulfill God’s promises and exalt you in His time belongs only to God.
b. Beloved, does your faith rest in Jesus and His Word? Have you “put your hope in the Lord?” Is Christ the foundation for your life?
1) Peter learned these lessons the hard way. Each time he failed, his hope was in himself. Now he wants to spare us the same grief by exhorting us to trust the Lord Jesus Christ! (See Jude 24-25)
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