The Believer’s Battle against Satan, Pt. 1
1 Peter 5:8-9
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Introduction: “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”

A. Satan is Real!
1. In today’s message, we move from the sin of pride to its source … Satan himself. 
a. The devil is perhaps one of the most mocked characters in the modern western world. From cartoons of a little red fellow with horns and a pitchfork, to Halloween costumes, to misrepresentations in films … at worst Satan is often treated as a joke, and at best he is portrayed as a mythical personification of evil.
b. On the other hand, the inspired, inerrant, and infallible Word of God describes Satan as the “god” of this world (2 Cor. 4:4); a dark force of wickedness to be reckoned with (Eph. 6:12); an angel of light, a wolf in sheep’s clothing, and the great deceiver (2 Cor. 11:14). 
2. In verse 9, Peter links Satan with the present experiences of suffering that are being endured by his fellow saints.
a. The devil is our adversary, “prowling about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” Satan is real and he opposes the work of God on earth and in the heavenly realms outside of Paradise.
b. Scripture teaches that Satan’s activity against God is to oppose the Person and work of Jesus (Rev. 12:4), holy angels (Rev. 12:7-9), the nation Israel (1 Chr. 21:1), and the children of God (Rev. 12:17).
I. The Alarm

A. “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert.” 
1. Peter is calling all believers to be watchful and awake to Satan’s schemes. We must be “mentally self-controlled.”
a. Satan never sleeps and his demons are always active in fighting the cause of Jesus Christ; a fight that assaults your mind (2 Cor. 10:3-5).
b. Paul uses similar language to warn the Thessalonians to watch for Satan’s attack. “Let us be alert and sober” (1 Thess. 5:2-6).
II. The Attack

A. “Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”
1. The word “adversary” is a military term that means oppo-nent. The war is on! The devil actively opposes God’s work. 
a. Like Paul, Peter is preparing saints for the “hardship” they may endure as soldiers of Christ (2 Tim. 2:3). Christianity is a battle for truth; Satan, the liar vs. Jesus, the Truth. Who controls your mind?  
b. The word “devour” literally means “to drink down.” However, you need to know that the only reason why Satan cannot take your life is because God is sovereign over Satan. Satan can do nothing without God’s permission (Job 1:7, 2:2, 6; Luke 22:31).
1) Wake up! The alarm has been sounded. Satan is on the loose seeking to captivate those in the church who are not firmly grounded in the Word. Will you be another of Satan’s victims? 
III. The Action

A. “But resist him, firm in your faith…”.
1. Peter’s defense against Satan sounds almost foolish in comparison to “spiritual warfare” materials being peddled.
a. “Contrary to what some teach, Scripture nowhere commands be-lievers to attack the devil or demons with prayers or formulas, or to “bind the devil.” Since the saints are not apostles of Christ, they have no authority over demons (Matt. 10:1). Only Christ Himself, by dispatching a powerful holy angel, can bind Satan.”  John MacArthur
b. Once God is finished using Satan to accomplish His sovereign pur-poses on earth, the devil will be cast into hell forever (Rev. 20:1-3).
1) The word resist means to “stand against.” (See also James 4:7)
c. Standing firmly against the lies of Satan with the weapons of truth (God’s Word) is the only way we can resist the devil (Eph. 6:11-14).
1) The phrase “firm in your faith” is speaking about the “once for all delivered to the saints’ faith” (Jude 1:3). The “faith” is the whole body of revealed truth contained in Scripture (Phil. 1:27).
d. Only when the believer knows the mind of Christ on a matter will he be able to resist the devil. Don’t believe the lie. Believe the truth!
IV. The Accomplishment – To Be Continued …..
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