The Believer’s Outer Garment
The Appearance of the Righteous
1 Sam. 16:7
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A.  The Issue

1.  Due to the polarity of opinions that exist within the body of Christ, this subject needs to be addressed.

a. Some Christian institutions and church bodies regulate appearance and require certain standards of dress for participation at all events. To the other extreme we have Christians who resent any external code of dress and who maintain an attitude of indifference toward the entire issue of a Christian’s appearance.

B.  The Indifference

1.  On both sides of this issue Christians have misinterpreted the Truth to support a particular bias.  

a. One of the most misused texts is 1 Sam. 16:7. “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

b. In context, these verses stress the importance of both the internal and external qualities of the man who would be the next king.  God is not indifferent to man’s outward appearance, He is just cautioning Samuel not to choose the next king based solely on how he looks. 

I. In the Beginning

A.  Perfect Glory

1.  In the beginning, the naked bodies of Adam and Even were perfect in appearance and radiated God’s glory naturally.

a. The moment sin entered into the heart of man, however, the beauty of nakedness and the glory of God were affected in a terrible way. God had to make clothes for Adam & Eve to hide the shame and preserve or restore some of His glory (Gen. 3:21).  

b. When God chooses to shine through a life, His glory is also manifest through one’s appearance (Exo. 34:29-30; Ecc. 8:1; Dan. 12:3; Matt. 5:16; Phil. 2:15). The glory lost in the garden will one day be perfectly and physically restored in heaven (Matt. 13:43, 17:2).

c. Whenever we see God’s glory put on display the person’s outward appearance is always described as “radiant”, “beautiful,” and “lovely” (Psa. 34:5; Sos 4:7; Phil. 4:8; Heb. 1:3). A disheveled look is associated with sin, poverty, and spiritual depravity (2 Sam. 3:31; 1 Kings 21:27; Esther 4:3; Neh. 9:1; Psalm 69:5; Isa. 53:2-3; Jam. 2:2-3; Rev. 3:4).

II. In the World

A.  An Attractive Appearance

1.  The Scripture is clear that unbelievers evaluate people on the basis of outward appearance. We as Christians must do everything we can to be attractive to the world’s people.

a. Dan. 1:3-13; 1 Cor. 9:19-22, 10:31-33; Titus 2:8

2.  God wants men and women to dress in ways that uniquely distinguish them as men and women of “light”.

a. Deut. 22:5; 1 Cor. 11:14-15; Rom. 2:19; 2 Cor. 4:6

B.  An Appropriate Appearance

1. One’s outer garment often associates a person with a particular service or function. (i.e. king, servant, priest, farmer, worship, wedding attendant, etc.) [2 Sam. 12:20; Psalm 29:2; Matt. 22:11-12; 1 Pet. 3:3-4]
a. Paul instructs women to dress “properly” (1 Tim. 2:9).  The word means orderly, “consistent with the majority.”
b. Anyone who would come into the assembly who didn’t look the part was not to be sent away because it was assumed that the impoverished needed the Lord (James 2:2-3).

c. Tattoos, certain types of body piercing, and other desecrations of the body were, in the OT, prohibited (Lev. 19:28).
III. In the Church

A. Our Bodies are God’s Temple (1 Cor. 6:19)
1.  In the OT, the Temple that God had His people build was the most excellent structure of its kind.  Its appearance was beautiful. It was adorned with the best of everything.  

a. The Temple analogy is an interesting one because of the many associations to its appearance.  What does your temple look like?
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