Useful and Fruitful

2 Peter 1:5-8
10 FBC 2-14
Introduction: “For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
A. The Necessity of Fruit

1. The key to understanding verses 5-7 is provided for us in verse 8, a verse itself that must be carefully interpreted.
a. Can a true believer come to the end of his Christian life and be found useless and unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ?

1) Some argue from experience, claiming that Christians can live unproductive fruitless lives and still be welcomed into heaven.

2) Others see “fruit-bearing” as necessary evidence that one is truly born-again. The absence of fruit is an indicator that genuine conversion is lacking. 
2. Jesus faced the same issue Peter is addressing in this letter.

a. False teachers were confusing the sheep by pretending to represent God. They were keeping sinners from the “narrow road” of salvation and enticing them to travel the broad road to hell (Matt. 7:13-20).

b. Jesus speaks, “Beware of the false prophets …You will know them by their fruits.” In this sermon, the fruitless tree is burned {i.e. hell}.
c. Why were these followers of Christ prevented from entering the kingdom of heaven? It is because their lifestyle practices were void of any real spiritual fruit. Their faith was phony, it was built on sand. 

3. James also differentiates between one’s mere profession and a faith that produces the fruit of good works (James. 2:14).
I. Useful and Fruitful

A. Moral Excellence
1. Real Christians desire to do “good.” The Holy Spirit has taught the believer to differentiate between right and wrong. 

a. Unbelievers are right in their own eyes (Prov. 12:15), but Christians gladly pursue the righteousness of Christ.
B. Knowledge

1. The Greek word gnosis means to know. 

a. The more you know about Jesus the more you will be able to discern right from wrong and live godly. 

C. Self-Control

1. This is also one of the fruits of the Spirit. 
a. False teachers’ lives are marked by licentiousness, but believers are able to bring their flesh in subjection to the Spirit’s control -1 Cor. 9:27
D. Perseverance

1. The Greek word means to “patiently endure.” 

a. While some erroneously teach that a true Christian can fall away from the faith and still go to heaven, saints are people who, by God’s grace, endure trials, tribulation, persecution and suffering (Isa. 41:10).
E. Godliness

1. The pursuit of holiness is another mark of saving faith. 

a. Christians disciple and God disciplines that we might share His holiness (Heb. 12:11, 14). The practice of sin is decreasing.
F. Brotherly Kindness

1. When you become a Christian you have a love for people you once hated (John 13:35; Eph. 2:14).  
a. The “brethren” are now your brothers and sisters in Christ, and you enjoy their fellowship. People who were once enemies are now friends. 

G. Love

1. Agape Love is the essence of saving faith (Matt. 22:36-40).
a. The false teachers were lacking in genuine faith and love, thereby proving that they were not true believers.

Conclusion:

A. “For if these qualities are yours and are increasing.” 
1. If these qualities are NOT yours and increasing, they set you on a path of destruction that is useless and unfruitful.
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