Faith – The Gift of Imputed Righteousness

2 Peter 1:1-2
10 FBC 1-17
Introduction: “To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ: Grace and peace be multiplied to you.”
A. Review

1. In Peter’s 2nd letter he reminds his readers that the battle is not over.

a. There are trials and tribulations that all believers experience by the unbelieving who attack from the outside (1 Peter). And there will be false teaching and deceptive lies from those who profess to belong to Christ from the inside (2 Peter).

b. The Lord uses both trials and spiritual deceptions to test the reality of one’s faith (See 2 Thess. 2:11-12). From time to time God will use the battle in spiritual warfare to separate the true from the false. Do we listen to and believe the lies of Satan or the truth of Jesus?
I. The Recipients of Faith
A. Possessed the same Kind of Faith
1. Translators used received or obtained to remind us that “faith” or “believing” did not originate with us, but was granted to us as a gift from God. 
a. No Christian can boast about possessing the gift of true salvation because the grace to believe did not originate with man’s ability or will to believe, but with God’s grace (1 Cor. 2:4-5, 4:7). 
b. The false teachers would have you to believe that you can save yourself by an act of the human will. Faith, they say, is not a gift from God, but a human choice that precedes the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit. However, the faith to believe is received or flows from the righteousness of Jesus Christ. The faith of Jesus is imputed to us! (See Gal. 2:16 kjv).
c. The Greek word for “received” is used one other time in the New Testament (Jn. 19:24), and means to receive by “lot or divine will.”

1) The word lot, lagchano, is used to explain that salvation is not something you control. The new birth is an act of God’s Spirit.
d. Human decision is what false teaching thrives upon. False teachers attempt to manipulate your will so that you will make decisions that are contrary to the Word of God. And if they can get you to believe that the power of choice lies within you, and not with the Word of God, they have won the battle, and your wallet (John 1:12-13; Rom. 9:16, 18).
II. The Righteousness of Faith
A. Jesus Christ
1. This faith which you received by divine grace is the fruit or result of the righteousness of Jesus Christ.

a. “By the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ.”

1) God the Father chose to save you before the foundations of the world (Eph. 1:4). Predestination is a doctrine you must embrace!
2) But a just God must faithfully carry out His sentence against sinners condemned to death and hell – Matt. 10:28; Ro. 6:23.

3) If the sinner is to be saved from God’s wrath against sin, then a sinless man must impute his righteousness to the sinner’s account. 

4) To complete this transaction, my sin must also be imputed to the sinless man and He must die the death intended for me. Jesus did this, for me, on Calvary’s cross. This is substitutionary atonement. 
b. The Lord didn’t just make it possible for you to be saved through His death, burial, and resurrection, but actually secured your eternal destiny by His perfect life and sacrificial death applied to you through faith. 
1) The atonement wasn’t generic but specific. Jesus redeemed the elect by taking the full fury of God’s wrath upon Himself, and imputing His righteousness to us through the gift of faith; a faith that He Himself granted to you by His grace (Eph. 2:8-9).

2) You know that you have been saved by Jesus’ blood and righteousness because you will believe that He is “our God and Savior!” Faith is the conduit of God’s grace, not its cause.
2. No man can boast (1 Cor. 1:26-31) about making a personal contribution to salvation, because saving faith is all the work of God! God imputes the righteousness of Jesus to His elect.
a. At the wedding feast (Matt. 22:1-14), Jesus condemns all invitees who attend without the garment of His righteousness (Isa. 61:10).
b. “For many are called, but few are chosen." Praise God for grace.
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