The Bible is True! - Part 2
2 Peter 1:19-21
10 FBC 3-21

Introduction: “For no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.”
A. Precious & Magnificent Promises
1. Scripture is filled with precious and magnificent promises that come to the believer via the knowledge we receive from the living and active Word of God (2 Peter 1:2-4).

a. These promises are so necessary for living the Christian life, that Satan will attack God’s Word with lies and false teaching to keep us from the food that sustains the believer. Has God really said?
b. The Bible has been scoffed at and mocked throughout history. Even among so-called evangelicals Scripture is often minimized as being insufficient by those who seek additional revelation from God. 

c. When Jesus was tempted by Satan in the wilderness, the devil twisted Scripture to suit his own purposes, mocking the legitimacy, authority and reliability of God’s inspired Word (John 8:44).
B. The Bible is True!

1. In today’s passage, Peter provides two reasons for why the Bible is trustworthy.
a. Peter was an eyewitness to the coming kingdom via supernatural revelation (i.e The Transfiguration – Matthew 17:1-9).

b. Peter and the apostles were inspired by the Holy Spirit to communicate God’s Word in written form (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

I. Supernatural Revelation (CD 2010 FBC 3-14)
 

II. Special Revelation

A. One Interpretation, Many Applications

1. Peter begins to refute Satan’s lie by clearly stating that we are not at liberty to interpret God’s word as we see fit.

a. “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation.”
b. The teacher’s job is to make sure that we deliver the message God prepared for us to hear. The teacher is the table waiter, not the chef. God prepares the meal; we must deliver it to the table as prepared.  
c. Approved workmen are teachers who accurately translate and interpret God’s message, and deliver that message without confusing, altering, changing or distorting the truth (Isaiah 8:20; 2 Pet. 2:15).

1) “The prophetic word functions as a light” (Psa. 119:105). Pay careful attention to truth. Only the word can save and set you free!
B. One Author, Many Writers

1. There can only be one correct interpretation when there is one specific author. All Scripture has a divine origin.
a. “For no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.”
2. Paul reinforces this truth in 1 Corinthians 2:12-14. Not only did the Holy Spirit author Scripture, but He also illuminates our minds and hearts to understand and interpret it correctly.

a. “Human beings spoke and they spoke with their own personalities and literary styles; hence inspiration does not require a dictation theory of inspiration. The words the prophets spoke …  ultimately came from God. They were inspired or “carried along,” by the Holy Spirit.” Tom Schreiner – The New American Commentary
C. The Big Question

1. Since God is the author, and the Holy Spirit grants under-standing, why are there so many interpretive differences?
a. Many professing Christians who teach are unsaved and lack the presence of the HS. They have not been born-again.

b. Sin and the flesh hinder a Christian’s ability to rightly divide truth.
c. Many believers are not diligent in their study (2 Tim. 2:15).

d. An improper exegetical hermeneutic is often used to translate. The Bible is to be understood using a literal, historical, grammatical method of interpretation. 
e. Too many students bring their meaning to the text (eisogesis) rather than derive their meaning from the text (exegesis).

f. There are simply too many teachers (James 3:1).
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