Partakers of the Divine Nature

2 Peter 1:4
10 FBC 2-7
Introduction: “He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.”
A. True vs. False Religion

1. God is the gospel!

a. The false teachers Peter will expose (chapter 2) are seeking to distort the truth by putting man and his desires at the center of the gospel. 

1) We exist to bring glory to God, not vice-versa. I am not the cen-ter of my purpose for living. Jesus created me for Himself and He will complete the sanctifying work He began in me for His glory.
b. God’s gospel is a gospel of grace; Satan’s gospel is a gospel of works. Salvation (including my ability to believe) is the gift of God, not a reward for those who jump through the right religious hoops.

1) When your boast finds its resting place in the Lord, you have understood the truth about saving grace and the power of God at work within you (Psa. 34:2; Jer. 9:23-24; 1 Cor. 1:31; Eph. 2:8-10).
c. The source of the divine nature is Jesus “who called us by His own glory and excellence.” Verse 3 is not dealing with the end result of my salvation (Kjv), but God’s justification of my call. The finished work of Jesus is the sole reason I am in God’s kingdom today. It’s all His doing.
1) Through the life, death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Son secured the salvation of all whom the Father had given Him to be saved (John 6:39; 17:2). 

I. Promises

A. Precious and Magnificent Promises

1. The phrase “precious and magnificent” could also be translated “valuable” and “greatest.”

a. The promises are not just eschatological, but present and precious. They include the Church, the work of the Spirit, resurrection life, spiritual power, abundant grace, holiness, humility, joy, peace, blessing, strength, guidance, wisdom, inheritance, eternal rewards, etc.

b. The Lord bestows all these promises that believers might become 
full partakers of the divine nature. That is to say … the promises we receive are specifically related to those things that will enable us to become just like Jesus. The image of God in us is being restored.
II. Partakers

A. Partakers of the Divine Nature

1. Believers are a work in progress. Yet, when we were saved we became full partakers of the divine nature of Jesus.  

a. The Greek word for partaker, koinonos, literally means fellowship, sharer or partner. As Christians we share or partner with the divine nature. We are in fellowship with God who lives in us (1 John 1:3).

b. However, there is also coming a day when our new nature will be free from its conflict with sin and God will complete the work He began in us for His glory (Phil. 1:6; 1 John 3:2).
c. The good news is that God is not finished with us yet! He is still working to perfect us and guarantees that all of His precious and magnificent promises will indeed come to pass in our lives!

III. Pardoned

A. “Having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.”
1. While we currently live in conflict with the flesh, when the divine nature is fully formed within us we will be completely free from the corruption that is in the world by lust.
a. The Holy Spirit’s choice of the word corruption puts my sin in proper perspective. The source of my decomposing life is the sin of lust. (See also James 1:13-15).
b. The world is a mess because it is inhabited by people who have sinful cravings for power, money, sex, food, fashions, and other stuff we think satisfies. However, Jesus Christ is the only one who can satisfy the yearnings of my heart because He created me for Himself.
2. The phrase “having escaped” is an “already, not yet” purpose clause. 
a. “Believers have already escaped the world’s corruption in that they belong to God now, but the full realization of such liberation will be theirs on the day of resurrection.”  Tom Schreiner
b. A true pardon from sin is extended to all who believe, but if there is not progressive sanctification flowing from one’s profession of faith, the knowledge you claim to possess is useless and unfruitful (vs 8).
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