Avoiding Apostasy
2 Peter 1:9-11
10 FBC 2-28
Introduction: “Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble.”
A. What is Apostasy?

1. Teaching about apostasy is rarely mentioned today, but its escalation in the church is harmful to the body of Christ. 
a. “Apostasy is the act of a professed Christian, who knowingly and deliberately departs from the faith, but not the outward profession of it. Apostates can only be professors and not actual possessors of true salvation.”  Merrill Unger

b. Some Christians define apostasy as the spiritual defection of true believers; saved but disobedient to the commands of Christ. However, all true Christians persevere to the end. They cannot fall away because it is Jesus who keeps them from stumbling (Mark 13:13; Jude 24).

2. Apostasy is the concern of this letter. These false teachers pretended to know Jesus as Lord and Savior, while misleading and deceiving the flock. 
a. The apostle John exposed the apostate in 1 John 2:19. “They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us.”
I. False Faith - Temporal

A. “For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins.”
1. Peter is contrasting the spiritual profession of true converts with the empty shallow profession of the false. 
a. The “blind” are unbelievers. The Pharisees fit this description. In Matthew 23, Jesus referred to them as blind, 5 times. The apostates in the church at Laodicea were also spiritually blind (Rev. 3:17). 
b. Peter’s use of the language is masterful. These apostates are both blind and nearsighted; blind to spiritual, eternal, heavenly wisdom and nearsighted to the world and all of its lusts and pleasures.

c. Like Simon the magician (Acts 8), these false teachers were also baptized, but in their rebellion had forgotten the meaning and symbolism behind the ceremony. 
II. True Faith – Permanent

A. “Be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble.”
1. The word stumble does not mean that you will never sin. 
a. If these spiritual virtues are being manifested in your life (vss. 5-8), then your entrance into God’s eternal kingdom will be richly supplied. You will not stumble and fall so as to be kept from arriving in heaven.
1) “Virtue will keep one from the disaster of stumbling and never arriving at the eschatological home.” Peter Davids
2. The daily “practice” of true Christians is toward holiness. 

a. As unbelievers, the pursuit of sin was our daily habit. However, by the power of the Holy Spirit, the redeemed are now bent on practicing righteousness (1 John 3:7-10). And when a believer does sin he confesses his sin; and Jesus “is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).
3. Salvation is not predicated upon human decision to receive Christ. Salvation is the sovereign work of God.

a. God chose me before the foundations of the world, and in the course of time, He called me through faith to believe the gospel and trust His Son Jesus to be the atoning sacrifice for my sin.

III. Final Faith – Realized!

A. “In this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.”
1. The word “abundantly” is the Greek word plusio and literally means richly. 
a. The Niv says that you will receive a rich welcome. Heaven is a wonderful place that we must look forward to entering. Nothing in this world compares to the glory of God’s domain. 

b. When you live for God here, you can’t wait to see Him there!
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