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Introduction: “The Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the Day of Judgment.”

A. The Horrors of Hell

1. False teachers want you to believe that God will bring history toward a glorious kingdom on earth without future judgment. Tragically, the doctrine of hell is often ignored.
a. However, when we study the Bible and read God’s story about the future, we learn that the Day of Judgment will bring final condemna-tion to these false teachers who mock Jesus and His Word. Unbelievers will not escape the “terrifying expectation of judgment and the fury of fire which will consume the adversaries.” (Heb 10:27). 
b. Let us briefly consider the biblical description of hell.
1) A place of eternal fire (Isa. 33:14; Matt. 2:12, 13:42, 25:14)        2) A place of outer darkness (Matt. 22:13, 25:30; 2 Pet. 2:4)            3) A place of eternal suffering (Matt. 25:41; Rev. 14:11, 20:10)
III. The Particulars in Judgment

A. Confirmed 

1. Future Judgment shouldn’t surprise us. All mankind lives under the curse of sin and the decree of death. 

a. False teachers and Christ rejecters were “long beforehand marked out for this condemnation” (Jude 4). Both Peter and Jude use language to indicate that these sinners have been judged already (Rom. 3:10-12).
1) “He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” (John 3:18; See also Luke 5:32)

b. Every person has a death sentence upon his life due to original sin. Man is totally depraved and will die in his sins unless He is saved by the grace of God and the finished work of Jesus on the cross. 
B. Committed
1. Unrepentant sinners are committed to “pits of darkness.”
a. “For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness” (2 Peter 2:4).
1) Peter uses OT images to describe the devastation, darkness and despair of hell. The “pit” is a place of loneliness, isolation and demise. When you are cast into this pit your destiny is sealed. 

a) Job 33:28; Psa. 30:3, 40:2, 55:23, 88:6; Isa. 38:17

C. Confined

1. “Keep the unrighteous under punishment”
a. The false teaching of purgatory is a satanic lie. After death is “judgment” (Heb. 9:27), and there is no crossing over from one chamber to another (Luke 16:26). The lost are permanently judged.
1) Hades is the Greek word for Sheol; the intermediate place where the unbelieving spirits reside before being sentenced at the Great White Throne Judgment. The Christian soul goes straight to heaven.
b. Misconceptions about after-life.

1) Human beings are not reincarnated as animals or other humans.   2) People do not become angels after death.                                      3) The dead cannot speak with us, not can we talk to the dead.

a) Deuteronomy 18:9-12; Lev. 19:31, 20:6; 2 Kings 21:6
D. Condemned

1. The Greek word condemned is katakrino and means final judgment (i.e. Matt. 23:7; Mark 16:16). 

a. The good news of the gospel includes warnings about judgment because the wrath of God is coming to condemn all who die in unbelief.  Noah, a preacher of righteousness, also condemned those who disbelieved (Heb. 11:7). He told them the truth about judgment.
E. Consumed

1. The OT word consumed is often translated “destruction” in the NT. It conveys the idea of complete and total loss.

a. Annihilationists argue that the word means what it says; that whatever is consumed will simply cease to exist. While this may be true for things physical, the souls of men are immortal and live forever.
b. “And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.” (Dan. 12:2 Kjv)
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