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Introduction: “They entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error, promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption.”

A. The Presence of False Teachers

1. Peter begins chapter 2, reminding these persecuted believers that false prophets and teachers will always wreak havoc on the church that Jesus is building. Beware of false prophets!

a. These Satanic messengers are deceiving and being deceived while teaching things that are false in the name of Jesus Christ (1 Ti. 3:13).
II. The Abominations of the Spurious (Continued)
A. Flaws of False Teachers

1. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies. (vs. 1)
a. The heresy that you can be a Christian without surrendering to the Master who owns you is false. Jesus is both Savior & Lord! 
2. They indulge the flesh and despise authority. (vs. 10)

a. False teachers follow their sensuality because they are not being led by the Holy Spirit. They refuse to submit to church leadership because they lack respect for authority. They are a law unto themselves.

3. They revile angelic majesties (vs. 10-11)
a. Angels will judge mankind one day (Matt. 16:27). But false teachers have no fear of God, His angels, or any appointed leader or messenger who would confront their sin. To revile is to “mock with malice.”
4. They revel in the daytime (vs. 13)
a. The scandal of the heretic’s life is that he engages in seductive and sinful behaviors during the day. When men should be working for wages, these false teachers carouse during the day defiling themselves and all who will yield to their sensual seductions.

1) “Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy” (Romans 13:13).

b. Peter described these intruders as “stains and blemishes.” Jude referred to them as “hidden reefs in your love feasts,” “clouds without water,” “trees without fruit.”

1) These hypocrites defile the church of Jesus Christ. They pollute the assembly by pretending to be godly when they live in gross perversion, pursuing pleasure and personal gain at the expense of the saints who are sacrificing and serving for Jesus. 
5. They entice unstable souls (vs. 14)
a. The Kjv uses the word, “beguile;” the Niv chose the word “seduce.” The context helps identify Peter’s revelation as related to sexual sin; the unstable is likely a reference to women (1 Peter 3:7; 2 Tim. 3:1-6).

1) These false teachers are described as “having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin.”  To the false, all women are viewed as potential candidates for an adulterous affair. Beware!
b. How different are these men from righteous Job who made a covenant with his eyes, not to gaze at women lustfully (Job 31:1).

1) While the internet has provided many wonderful benefits to believers and unbelievers alike, it has also provided easy access to pornography and other sexual sins. If this is you, please seek help.
c. Sexual sin is the one “fiery dart” that we cannot stand against and fight (Eph. 6:11). The biblical directive is to “flee” sexual sin (1 Cor. 6:18; 2 Tim. 2:22); to run away from its path of destruction.
1) When Joseph was being seduced by Potiphar’s wife, he didn’t stand and negotiate. No, he left his cloak in her hand and fled the premises (Gen. 39:1-12). We must do the same!
6. They promise freedom while living in bondage to sin (v. 19)
a. Because of their lack of understanding about the new birth, false teachers promise their hearers something they themselves have not experienced. “They promised freedom while they themselves were slaves of corruption.”
b. Peter exposes another destructive heresy these teachers promote. They distort the true teaching of Christian liberty (Gal. 5:1; John 8:36; Rom. 8:2; 1 Pet. 2:16). To them, freedom means lawlessness not love.
1) Christian freedom is the liberty to obey God’s Law of love by the power provided by the indwelling Holy Spirit. (Rom. 8:4; 1 Th. 1:5)
c. People, who make professions of faith then fall away from the living God, are apostate. Sadly, they find sin more attractive than the “way of righteousness” provided through Jesus (Heb. 10:26ff, 2 Pet. 2:20-21). 
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