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Introduction: “Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned.” (2 Peter 2:2)
A. Behavioral Blemishes of False Teachers
1. They secretly introduce destructive heresies (vs. 1)              2. They indulge the flesh and despise authority (vs. 10)           3. They revile angelic majesties (vs. 10)                                  4. They revel in the daytime (vs. 13)                                        5. They entice unstable souls (vs. 14)                                       6. They promise freedom while enslaved to sin (vs. 19). 
I. Character Concerns of False Teachers

A. Subtle

1. False teachers disguise themselves. They operate discreetly.

a. The Greek word Peter uses is pareisago and means to bring in by the side or “to smuggle.”

1) Satan’s workers do not announce their allegiance to the devil, nor do they warn you in advance that what they will teach you is false.
b. The nature of hypocrisy is to hide behind a mask of righteousness, to secretly seduce the saints while destroying God’s church. In subtle ways, they hinder God’s work.
3. True believers do not seek to hide sin, but confess it. 

a. 1 John 1:8-10, “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.”
B. Sensual

1. “And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned.” (vs. 2)
a. The Greek word aselgeia means licentious, the absence of restraint, excessive lust. It is often used to describe perversion in general.

1) The Lord has given us 5 senses to be used for His glory. When senses of taste, touch, see, hear and smell are used excessively (outside the boundaries for which they were created) we grieve the Creator and are guilty of “following our sensuality.”
2) Saints must continually guard against “the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life,” controlling our appetites and limiting our liberties to what pleases the Lord.
C. Greedy

1. Peter describes them as having “hearts trained in greed.”
a. Jesus tells the story of a man whose purpose was to stockpile all the possessions he could amass in life (Lk. 12:15-21). “Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed, for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.” 
b. The word for greed can also be translated covetous. It is often associated with the love of money (1 Tim. 6:10). False teachers and TV preachers have “trained” themselves to steal your money; they prey on God’s people fleecing their pockets to pad their own.

2. The biblical virtue that counters this vice is contentment.

a. “Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you.” (Heb. 13:5; Phil. 4:11-13)
D. Unrighteous 

1. FT’s are labeled unrighteous (vss. 9, 15) because their ungodly practices reveal a lack of the imputed righteousness of Christ (1 John 3:7-10).
a. Scripture divides men into two groups: the righteous and the un-righteous. The righteous keep God’s Law perfectly. The unrighteous have broken at least 1 of God’s commandments. Since all have sinned (Rom. 3:23), all men are unrighteous (Ps. 143:2).
b. Jesus is the Righteous One (Isa. 53:11; Acts 3:14). He alone perfectly obeyed the Law (Heb. 4:15). The God/Man was without sin.

c. Saints are sinners who have received the imputed righteousness of Christ by faith (Rom. 4:3). Jesus died for our sin on Calvary’s cross and clothed believers with His righteous robe. Through faith in Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection, sinners receive the righteousness of Christ (Heb. 10:38) and stand forgiven in the presence of Holy God.
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