What Are You Looking For?

2 Peter 3:11-14
11 FBC 5-1
Introduction: “Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be…?”
A. The Day of Judgment - Review

1. In 2 Pet. 3, mockers have come scoffing and persuading saints to doubt the Word of God and the Judgment to come. 

a. These false teachers and tares, which do not know God or obey His gospel … “will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power” (2 Th. 1:8-9).
b. To refute their claims, Peter provides historical content that since God had judged the earth and its wicked once (the flood), He will, therefore, do it again with fire (vs. 7, 10, 12).
2. Apparently some of Peter’s readers were being swayed by these seducers. They, too, were looking for answers. How come the Second Coming of Christ is being delayed?
a. God has patiently delayed the Day of the Lord for the salvation of His elect. 

1) The Lord continues to gather His sheep into the fold (Jn. 10:14), and Peter repeats the reason for God’s delay in vs. 15. “And regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.” 

b. In verse 8, Peter also explains that the “Day” of the Lord is a much longer period of time for judgment than just a 24-hour day; but judgment will come for sure!
1) We believe that a period of judgment will begin during the Tribulation – through the Millennium – to the Final Great White Throne Judgment at the end of the thousand years.

c. God’s saving patience will not last forever. The “age of grace” will come to an end and both sinners and saints will appear before the judgment seat of Christ to be pardoned or condemned (Phil. 2:10).
d. Eventually, this whole world as we know it will perish. “The hea-vens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up” (vs. 10).
I. The Believer’s Journey (vs. 11)
A. “Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless.”
1. The subtle shift in emphasis between Peter’s warning to the unbeliever and his admonition to the church is huge.
a. The Day of the Lord (or the Second Coming of Jesus Christ) is not just a time when the wicked will be judged, but Jesus’ return to earth ought to be a sober warning to the visible church, as well (1 Pe. 4:17).

b. Too many professing Christians say they believe in Jesus, but lack a pursuit of holiness and godly desires in their daily decisions. Just because you say, “Lord, Lord” … does not mean that you will be received into glory on Judgment Day (Matt. 7:21).

1) “Common sense tells us to turn from the tinsel and toys of this world and to live in holiness and godliness.” W. MacDonald
2) “This is a straightforward challenge for Christians to conform their lives to God’s standards in light of the reality of coming judgment and eternity.” John MacArthur
B. What are You Looking For?

1. Peter is sure that if you are “looking for and hastening the day of the Lord,” your conduct on earth will be transformed.
a. Peter is teaching that sanctification is inseparably linked to justification; that those who eagerly wait for the coming of the Lord will live holy and godly in this present age (Phil. 3:20; Tit. 2:12).
b. “As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy.” (1 Peter 1:14-16)

c. The believer’s journey should look nothing like the unsaved. We mustn’t mimic the world’s system and standards for life (Phil. 3:17-19).

1) The word “hasten” (vs. 12) does not mean that if you live holy and godly you will speed up God’s timetable for Christ’s return. But, anticipating the return of Christ will accelerate or hasten your spiritual growth (1 John 3:2-3, 4:17; 2 Co. 7:1; 1 Pet.1:6-9).
2. Setting your mind on “things above” will also intensify your longing for the new heavens and earth (vs. 13).
a. The word “new” kainos means an entirely new world order. The Lord is not going to re-create the present heavens and earth but will make all things new! (Isa. 65:17) The place Jesus prepares is NEW!
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