The Day of the Lord

2 Peter 3:10-13
11 FBC 4-17
Introduction: “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.”’
A. Future Judgment – Really?

1. Will the Lord actually hold us accountable for the way we live our lives on earth? Is the Apocalypse for real?

a. In Peter’s 1st epistle, he wrote: “For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?” (1 Pet. 4:17)

a. A Day IS coming, says Peter, when the present heavens and earth will be destroyed with fire, and the judgment and destruction of ungodly men will take place. Are you prepared for that Day?
2. The Emergent church is aggressively promoting a kingdom that is not so bleak. They are modern day mockers of this text.
a. “No doomsday tribulation period is on their radar screen nor is Jesus coming in judgment upon the wicked. The kingdom, while already here, will progressively become like heaven as we attend to the social ills and needs around us. Tomorrow looks bright and the day after that looks brighter still.” (Gary Gilley’s summation of Emergent thinking)
3. The “Day”

a. The Day of the Lord is not a 24-hour event but a prolonged period of judgment from the Tribulation to the Great White Throne (see vs. 8).

1) In this passage, Peter is not giving a step-by-step guide to end-time events but is responding to mockers who question the Second Coming of Christ and a time of future judgment. 
2) In vss. 10 & 12, Peter reiterates what he said in verse 7, that judgment is coming, and it will consume everything on earth and heaven. No one will escape!
I. The Coming Day of the Lord

A. A Day of Judgment

1. “The Day of the Lord refers to any period when God acts in judgment.”  Believer’s Bible Commentary
a. Isa. 13:6, 9; Ezek. 30:3; Joel 1:15; Amos 5:20; Zeph. 1:14; 1 Thess. 5:2; 2 Thess. 1:7-10, 2:2.

B. A Day of Surprise

1. This prolonged period of judgment will begin as suddenly as a thief comes to steal your property. Be on the alert!
a. Peter’s language appears to have been borrowed from Paul in 1 Thess. 5:2, “For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night;” who likely borrowed from Jesus (Matt. 24:42-43).
b. While commentators are divided as to the timing of the Day of the Lord, most believe it begins with the Second Coming.

1) Church-age saints will have been raptured already (1 Thess. 4:16-17; 5:1-5; Rev. 3:10). God has not destined us for wrath.

 

C. A Day of Destruction

1. A third feature of God’s devastation on earth is that there will be intense destruction like never seen before.

a. Peter describes the destruction as the “heavens passing away with a roar.” The elements destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works “laid bare” or “burned up.” (vs. 10 & 12; Matt. 5:18; Lk. 16:17)
b. Peter is using Apocalyptic language to describe the indescribable.
1) “We are talking about a total dissolution of the creation as we know it.” Peter Davids
c. Everything that holds this world together will come apart, and the works of men will be destroyed or “laid bare.” 

D. A Day of Decision

1. Will you repent and trust the Lord Jesus to save you from your sin? 

a. Or will you gamble with the scoffers who believe that talk about judgment and a coming Messiah is all myth? 
b. Your day of decision is now! God is patient and waiting for His elect to embrace the Savior. Now is the Day of Salvation! Repent!
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