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Introduction: “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”

A. Sin is Exceedingly Sinful
1. “What is happening to Christianity? Is the contemporary gospel missing a crucial part of Christ's message?”
					Gary Petty – Good News Magazine
2. Perhaps one reason why we fail to see more conversions to Christ is the lack of preaching on sin; the bad news no longer precedes the good news in gospel presentations.
a. Many people who attend church today are confused about the content of the gospel because they have never been taught biblical truth about sin. I want to reverse that trend, this morning. 
I. Sin Imputed

A. “As through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men.” (Rom. 5:18)
1. You and I are not sinners simply because of the sinful choices we make but because Adam’s sin has been imputed to the entire human race.
a. I sin because God’s judgment upon Adam was imputed to me. I wasn’t born with the option of choosing to sin or not to sin. 
b. I was born a sinner with only one bent at birth; to sin. Now, I may not sin in the likeness of Adam (Rom. 5:14), but all my choices will still reflect rebellion against a holy God (Rom. 3:10-12). 
c. What we all have in common with Adam is our bent to act independently from God. Pleasing self is more important to us that pleasing God … and the Bible calls such independence SIN.
	1) “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin 	my mother conceived me.” (Psa. 51:5; Psa. 58:3)
d. “As a result of Adam’s sin, human death entered the world. Paul’s point is that Adam’s sin was a representative act, and all his posterity are reckoned as having sinned in him.” William MacDonald – BBC

II. Sin Imparted

A. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
1. We are not only sinners by virtue of Adam’s imputed sin, but we are also sinners because WE DO actually sin. 
a. Sin’s imputation has been imparted in that no man is immune from sinning.
1) “We all like sheep have gone astray. Each of us has turned to his own way.” (Isa. 53:6)
b. The imputed sin of Adam has brought about disobedience in every human life. There is not a command God has given that we have not violated. 
1) “Indeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does good and who never sins.” (Eccl. 7:20 – See 1 Kings 8:46)
c. “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.” (1 John 1:8)
III. Sin’s Imperfection

A. “Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Matt. 5:48)
1. If you are still uncertain about whether Adam’s sin has been imputed and/or imparted just examine your life in light of God’s standard. Are you as perfect as Jesus Christ?
a. The Rich Young Ruler thought so (Matt. 19:16-24). But he went away grieved at Jesus’ teaching for Christ exposed his sin.
b. “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.” (James 2:10)
c. See also Hebrews 4:15; 1 Peter 2:22; 1 John 3:5; 2 Cor. 5:21
2. Many people assume that on Judgment Day God will be merciful and gracious and will forgive their sin because He is a God of love. 
a. But the Lord cannot arbitrarily forgive sins just because He is good. He is also JUST, and His justice must be served equally along side His mercy and grace. The cross of Christ is where God’s justice and mercy meet. Jesus is man’s only covering for sin.
b. Without the righteousness of Jesus we will all perish eternally in hell. Sinners receive the righteousness of Christ by faith alone.
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