Citizens of Heaven, Pt. 4

Phil. 3:20; Rev. 4:5-8
10 FBC 11-14

Introduction: “Now we are children of God, and it has not ap-peared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.” (1 John 3:2)
     A. Heaven’s Humbling

1. Jesus humbled Himself to come to earth because God knew that sinful man could not ascend to heaven (Phil. 2:7-8). 

a. Jacob’s Dream (Gen. 28:12, 16-17) – In The OT, God often met with His people by coming down to their level because he understood that we could not ascend to His (Gen. 11:5; Ex. 34:5; Num. 12:5; Mic. 1:3).

     B. God is Everywhere!
1. At the same time God is on His throne in heaven, He is  also omnipresent.


a. Psalm 139:7-10
b. Jer. 23:24
       c. Heb. 4:13

2. God will not abandon His children. He not only sits on His throne ruling and reigning, but also comes to earth seeking and saving and sanctifying His dear children. 

     C. John’s Viewpoint
1. In Rev. 4, God did not come down to John but called him up to visit the Holy Headquarters of heaven. 
a. From heaven’s door, John beheld the glory of God that, through    faith in Jesus, we might gaze into heaven and glorify our Lord on earth. 

b. What did John see? (CD – FBC – 11/7/2010)

VI. The Furious Judge
A. “And from the throne proceed flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder.”
1. John could see the full fury of God’s wrath that will be unleashed upon all who reject the Lordship of Jesus.
a. 2 Thess. 1:4-10; Rev. 8:5; Rev. 11:15-19; Rev. 16:17-18

VII. The Fiery Spirit

A. “And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.”

1. The 7 lamps of fire are a reference to the Holy Spirit who possesses seven different functions (Isaiah 11:2; Rev. 1:4).

a. In the Bible, the Holy Spirit is often depicted as fire (Ezek. 1:13; Matt. 3:12; Acts 2:3).

VIII. The Gleaming Glory

A. “And before the throne there was something like a sea of glass, like crystal.”

1. This heavenly sea serves to multiply and magnify the full intensity of the dazzling display of God’s glory (Ex. 24:9-10; Ezek.1:22).

a. In heaven, everything centers on God. To be heavenly-minded is to be God-centered and faith focused.

IX. The Angelic Hosts

A. “And in the center and around the throne, four living creatures full of eyes in front and behind.”

1. These are angelic beings; probably cherubim; at least that’s what Ezekiel calls them in Chapter 10:1-20.

a. Cherubim are the highest order of angelic beings, with special proximity to the throne. They are the privileged class of exalted angels from whose ranks Satan fell. (Ezek. 28:14, 16)

2. John describes the Cherubim as each having a difference face. (Verse 7) “The first creature was like a lion, and the second creature like a calf, and the third creature had a face like that of a man, and the fourth creature was like a flying eagle.”

a. The four faces represent four facets of ministry that come from these angelic hosts. 

1) Heb. 1:14 describe the angels as ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation.
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