Destroying Doubt
Matthew 21:21
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Introduction: “Truly I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, 'Be taken up and cast into the sea,' it will happen.”
A.  The Doubt of the Double-Minded

1. Os Guiness wrote:

a. “Doubt is a state of mind in suspension between faith and unbelief.  To believe is to be of one mind in accepting something as true; to disbelieve is to be of one mind in rejecting it; to doubt is to waver somewhere between the two, and thus to be of two minds. The heart in doubt is a divided heart. Because faith is crucial, doubt is serious. But because doubt is not unbelief it is not terminal. It is a halfway stage that can lead to a deepened faith as easily as it can break down to unbelief.”
2. In the days of Christ’s ministry many who heard God’s Word were caught somewhere between faith and unbelief.  They believed in God but they had doubts about Christ.

a. The book of Hebrews exhorts those who were caught between faith and unbelief to come all the way to faith (Heb. 2:3, Chapters 3 & 4, 5:11-12, 6:1-6, 10:26-29)

B.  The Doubt of the Devoted

1. There is another form of doubt, however, that attacks every believer. Authored by Satan, this doubt is an attack to weaken and discourage a committed heart.

a. Is God really there?  Does He really care?  Will this trial be beneficial? Can God deliver me from this mess?

b. Luke 18:1, “Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart”.

c. Elijah, Jeremiah, and John the Baptist are a few examples of saints who suffered from doubt.
1) The doubt that we are concerned with today has nothing to do with trusting in Jesus as Lord, but everything to do with believing that God will work in me, or this church, to accomplish His will. 

I. What is Doubt?

A.  The Sin of Underestimating What God Can Do!

1.  Romans 4:19-21.

a.  Abraham … “with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also to perform.”

b. When you doubt as a Christian you are “wavering” in your judgment of God’s ability to do what He said He would do.
1) Psalm 37:5 says, “Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in Him, and He will do it.” (See also, Is. 46:11; 1 Thess. 5:24)

II. When is Doubt Expressed?

A.  In the Storms of Life

1.  Matthew 14:22-33

a. The moment Peter realized the magnitude of danger in what he was doing he doubted the Lord’s power to pull it off and went splashing into the sea. “Immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took hold of him, and said to him, "You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 

2.  The following are areas where Christians are prone to doubt because of fear or a lack of proper knowledge about God.

a.  Victory – 1 John 5:4-5 - 
b.  Security – John 6:37-39 - 
c.  Sovereignty – Acts 17:26 -
d.  Inheritance – Gal. 3:18
e.  Love – Rom. 8:39 -
III. How is Doubt Destroyed? 

      ____________________________________________________
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