Victory or Vanity:

Is the Answer Blowing in the Wind?

Ecclesiastes 1:14, John 3:8

11 FBC 10-16

Introduction: “I have seen all the works which have been done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and striving after wind.”
A. All is Vanity
1. As we begin our study of this book, Solomon, the preacher, declares that all things done under the sun are vanity (vs. 2).

a. The word vanity is the Hebrew word hebel which can also be translated vapor or breath; things which are temporal and fleeting. James also describes human life by the word vapor (Jms. 4:14). Life is short and our earthly natural pursuits will all eventually pass away.
b. The wisdom and warnings Solomon conveys come to us from an aged man who has experienced it all. God allowed his humiliation to be our teacher. May we heed his words, lest we, too, fall (1 Cor. 10:12).
2. In the Book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon repeats a familiar phrase, “striving after wind” multiple times. 

a. Chapters 1:14, 17; 2:11, 17, 26; 4:4, 16; 6:9

b. Frequently linked to the phrase “striving after wind” is its corollary “under the sun.” If human experience is detached from a heavenly perspective and passion, life’s pursuits will be vain, empty and futile.
c. Although every living creature lives “under the sun” (Matt. 5:45), only God’s elect can appreciate the glory of living “under heaven” (1:13; 3:1). All true believers are “partakers of a heavenly calling” (Heb. 3:1). Therefore we must set our minds on things above (Col. 3:1).
1) In Ecclesiastes, Solomon is comparing what is done “under heaven” with what is being done “under the sun,” and concludes that the person who lives for the temporal is chasing after the wind.
2) Even Peter uses the Solomonic designation “under heaven” to describe the salvation that comes to us through Christ (Acts 4:12).

I. Are You Striving After Wind? 

A. “Behold, all is vanity and striving after wind.” (Eccl. 1:14)
1. If you’ve ever tried to chase the wind, you know that it is an exercise in futility.

a. The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, said Jesus in John chapter 3 … but to chase the wind and catch it is impos-sible; it is an empty pursuit, a foolish fault. Better that you heed the wisdom of Solomon now, or waste years of living chasing after wind.

1) The Kjv translates the phrase chasing after wind, “vexation of spirit.” The Hebrew words can convey several different meanings that arrive at the same conclusion. If you chase after things that don’t satisfy you will be annoyed, irritated or vexed. 

II. Or Is the Wind Striving After YOU?
A. “The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit.” (John 3:8)
1. John 3 is Jesus’ teaching on the New Birth. In this passage, the Lord uses the illustration of the wind chasing after you! 

a. Many professing Christians mistakenly attribute one’s salvation to the work of man rather than the work of God. Jesus, who is the personification of all wisdom, clearly communicates that the new birth is the sovereign work of His Father in heaven (John 1:12-13).

b. It is impossible to be a Christian apart from the new birth. “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). Sadly, people who only live under the sun will perish in hell for unbelief and following after temporal pursuits.
2. When God’s wind (the Holy Spirit) comes after you, he will convict of sin, righteousness and judgment (John 16:8) and birth you into the kingdom via faith in Jesus the Word of God!
a. In John 3, Jesus explains to Nicodemus that the new birth is like the wind. While you cannot control the movement of the wind, you will see its effects. God sovereignly chooses whom He will save, and you will know if you are among the elect by believing and behaving as a citizen of heaven. The proof of salvation is in the fruit of faith! (2 Cor. 13:5)
b. Regeneration is the sovereign monergistic work of the Holy Spirit bestowing spiritual life upon those who are spiritually dead. Repentance of sin and faith in Christ are its immediate fruits, not regeneration’s cause. The sinner who has been regenerated receives a “new heart” and is indwelt by the Holy Spirit (Ezek. 36:26; Jer. 31:33).

3. A Regenerated Heart will Repent and Believe the Gospel!
     a. What is the Gospel? (1 Cor. 15:1-3)

1) While the facts of the gospel are essential to believe, true saving faith embraces Jesus Christ as personal Lord and Savior!                                      
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