The Circular Cycles of Secular Living

Ecclesiastes 1:2-11; Matt. 16:24-27
11 FBC 11-6

Introduction: “What advantage does man have in all his work which he does under the sun?”
A. All is Vanity!

1. In the book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon compares the secular life of “futility” with the life of faith in Creator God. 

a. While poetic language can be discreet, Solomon is open and honest about life lived “under the sun” without a heavenly perspective. The wisest man on earth describes how unfulfilled life can be when we seek to live apart from relationship with God.

b. Furthermore, Solomon describes the “futility” of life as circular while the life of faith in Alpha and Omega is linear. Either life has no meaning and purpose, and things just go round-and-round, or all of history is moving toward God’s final purpose and will for creation.
c. While there is nothing new “under the sun,” God makes all things new under heaven. Are you a new creature in Christ?
I. The Pessimist’s Panic

A. What “Profit” is Mine?
1. “What advantage does man have in all his work which he does under the sun?” (vs. 3)

a. You could put the word “hobbies” or “activities” or “commitments” or “projects” or “ambitions” in place of the word work. Is the end result worth the effort?

b. Solomon has already answered the question he asks. Verse 2 and verse 14 are his response.“I have seen all the works which have been done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and striving after wind.”
2. The “Preacher” then elaborates by citing several reasons why he believes his conclusion of vanity is valid.
B. The World’s People are Temporal

1. “A generation goes and a generation comes, but the earth remains forever.” (vs. 4)
a. On earth, life is a vapor (James 4:14). We’re here today and gone tomorrow. Everything on earth is temporal and passing away.
1) What’s tragic to Solomon is that when we’re gone, few, if any will be remembered (vs. 11). This temporal ideology is all part of the futility, the emptiness and vanity of life lived “under the sun.”
C. Natures’ Routine

1. Solomon then turns to nature to reinforce the idea that life in the secular is circular. 

a. The cycles of nature are repetitive repeat year after year. 

1) “Also, the sun rises and the sun sets; and hastening to its place it rises there again. Blowing toward the south, then turning toward the north, the wind continues swirling along; and on its circular courses the wind returns” (vs. 5-6).

b. The person without eternal hope often sees the daily routines and rituals as an exercise in futility. “It is what it is,” is their cry.
D. There’s Nothing New

1. The circular routine continues in verses 9-10 where Solomon is desperate to find something new “under the sun.”

a. Of course our search for new things has led to improved technology, better ways to farm, new fads and fashions, etc. But Solomon is not talking about new inventions, new products or new toys, but whether anything new actually brings eternal satisfaction. His answer is “NO.”
II. The Preacher’s Passion

A. Is There A Hole in Your Soul?

1. In Matthew 16:26, Jesus answers Solomon’s question about profit with a penetrating question of his own. 

a. “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul?”
b. This question is put to the person seeking satisfaction from things pertaining to earth. Jesus speaks candidly. If you are pursuing the secular without a passion for the sacred, you are in danger of losing your soul.

1) Real living, loving, and learning is found in the Person of Christ. Matthew 16:24-27, John 10:10; 11:25, 14:6. He is the LIFE!
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