Experimenting with Earthly Endeavors, Pt. 2
Ecclesiastes 2:4-11
11 FBC 11-27
Introduction: ““I considered all my activities which my hands had done and the labor which I had exerted, and behold all was vanity and striving after wind and there was no profit under the sun.”
A. Living Life “Under the Sun”
1. In this book, God is allowing Solomon to experiment with God’s good gifts without an abiding relationship with the Giver. What will be the end result?
a. When men do not put Jesus and His kingdom first (Matt. 6:33), can they experience satisfaction and contentment with the tasks and treasures God has placed within their grasp? How will they respond?

b. Solomon discovers that all of God’s good gifts pose significant problems for those who leave the Lord out of their worldview. There is no meaning and purpose to life when trying to enjoy creation without the Creator. “All is vanity, futility, and striving after wind.”
2. King Solomon is the perfect man to conduct the experi-ment, for he had an excessive abundance of everything. 

a. If any man should be happy and content with living life in the secular realm, you would think it would be Solomon. But as he, and we, will discover, without an intimate walk with Jesus, all the riches and relationships we enjoy are temporal and unfulfilling.
I. Enjoyment
     A. Summary (vs. 1-3)
    1. Pleasure, laughter and wine are presented as “good gifts.” 
 a. “In Your presence is fullness of joy; in Your right hand there are

 pleasures forever.” (Psa. 16:11)
1) When God’s pleasures are managed by man’s sin the results can be  disastrous. By God’s grace, Solomon is able to maintain a “moral” value system while conducting the experiment. This is key!
2) It would be easy to describe the abuse of pleasure, laughter, and wine as “vanity.” But the point of the passage is that God’s good gifts also lack fulfillment when relationship with Jesus is neglected (1 Tim. 4:4).
II. Employment 
A. “Then I became great and increased more than all who preceded me in Jerusalem.” (vs. 9)
1. The word employment actually encompasses all of Solomon’s efforts to make himself a happy place on earth.
a. Solomon’s passion is to please himself and to build a world that would make him happy. While God delights to give His children “good gifts” (Matt. 7:11; James 1:17), enjoying His daily delights are the fruit of abiding, not the product of OUR human abilities. 

b. The king grants a sneak peek at his conclusion in verse 25. “For who can eat and who can have enjoyment without Him?”
2. The experiment Solomon is conducting is not about sin, but his lack of satisfaction. Contentment and joy belong to Jesus!
a. As you read about the empire Solomon had built for himself, it’s natural to assume that exposing Solomon’s pride and unbridled passions is God’s purpose for including a list of his accomplishments.

b. However, Solomon is humbly confessing that what he designed and developed for his glory did not provide the meaning and purpose he was looking for out of life. Sinners are never satisfied without Christ. 
B. Building Projects (vs. 4-9)
1. Verse 4 begins with the phrase, “I enlarged my works:” The ESV is preferred. “I made great works.” 

a. Solomon’s work was magnificent! He was a talented architect, foreman, and skilled laborer and he hired the best manpower and used superb materials for all his projects. His work was admired and amazing!  (2 Chronicles 9:22)
b. Yet, while there were temporal benefits and earthly rewards for his labor “under the sun,” his entire empire and estate could not provide the peace and tranquility that the Lord gives to those who live “under heaven.” Solomon confesses that success without the Savior is empty.
C. Brief Reward (vs. 10)
a. While there are temporal blessings man will enjoy for his work            “under the sun” (Matt. 6:2, 5, 16), these rewards are short-lived and shallow in comparison to an eternal relationship with Jesus Christ.  

b. “Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.” (Col. 3:2)
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