A Time to Be Born!

Ecclesiastes 3:1-2a

11 FBC 12-25


Introduction: “There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a time for every event under heaven— A time to give birth and a time to die.”

     A. In the Fullness of Time

1. Our focus this morning is not only on the birth of Jesus Christ, but the prophetic timing of His entry into this world.
2. Paul summarized in Galatians 4:4. “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman.”

a. Jesus’ birth was an extraordinary event that happened exactly at the time God determined before the foundation of the earth. 

I. A Precise Genealogy

     A. Abraham, Isaac, Judah, Jesse and David

1. Jesus’ family tree was prophesied and perfected precisely according to God’s plan and purpose.

a. The OT Scriptures foretold that Messiah would be the offspring of            Abraham, Isaac, Judah, Jesse and David. A full linage is presented in Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 3:23-38. 

b. What is fascinating about prophecy is how specific the Word of God is regarding the genealogical records of Jesus Christ; prophesies that were predicted hundreds of years before they actually were fulfilled in human history.

     1) Gen. 21:12, 22:18; Micah 5:2; Isa. 11:1; Jer. 23:5-6
II. An Extraordinary Birth


     A. The Miracle of Mary’s Pregnancy
1. Mary was with child by the Holy Spirit (Matt. 1:18, 20).

a. Long before Mary was with child, the prophet Isaiah predicted the virgin birth (Isa. 7:14). The birth of Jesus Christ is a miracle!
1) “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.” 
b. The name Immanuel means “God with us.” The reason why God came to be with us is because we were spiritually incapable of seeking Him (Psalm 14:2-3; Luke 19:10; Rom. 3:10-12).
     B. Born in Bethlehem
1. Mary and Joseph were from Nazareth, not Bethlehem. But the compelling circumstances of census brought the couple to the big city when they would prefer to have stayed home (Lk. 2:7).
a. Hundreds of years earlier the prophet Micah predicted that the birthplace of Jesus would be Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). Did he know that Caesar would require all citizens to register at that time? NO
b. Often, the prophets predicted events and details about which they did not understand. That’s what is so amazing about fulfilled pro-phecy! Only God could have orchestrated every detail! (Isa. 46:11)
III. A Call to Worship
     A. The Shepherds & Magi
1. While an angel announced the birth of Christ and the Star guided the Magi to Jesus, these events were also prophesied to have taken place hundreds of years before the time.

a. Both the Shepherds and the Magi pursued the Lord to worship and marvel His coming! (Luke 2:8-18; Psalm 72:9-10; Numb. 24:17)
     B. The Symbolism of the Gifts
   1. Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh
a. Gold was presented to Jesus the King! True worshipers are called to submit to the Lordship of Christ. Jesus is both Savior & Lord!

b. Frankincense was presented to Jesus the Great High Priest who is the only mediator between God and man (1 Tim. 2:5). Confession and cleansing from sin comes through the Lord’s intercession for us!
c. Myrrh is used to embalm the dead. The Magi understood that Christ was born to die. Only His sacrifice would provide atonement for our sin (2 Cor. 5:19-21; Col. 1:20; Heb. 7:25). Jesus died for the elect!
2. At the appointed time, Jesus came down from heaven to be with us; to give us a future and a hope (Jer. 29:11-13)
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