The Genesis of Ecclesiastes

Selected Scriptures

11 FBC 9-25

Introduction: “Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come and the years draw near when you will say, "I have no delight in them" (Eccl. 12:1).
A. Wisdom Literature

1. “Perhaps one reason why wisdom literature in the Scrip-tures is ignored in preaching is that it often is challenging to understand.” J.V. Fesko

a. Wisdom literature can be challenging because of its ambiguity. Too often believers mistakenly interpret wisdom literature as ironclad promises when the books simply contain a collection of wise sayings that find their power and fulfillment in the Person of Jesus Christ.  
1) “But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30).
b. What I pray we understand through our study of Ecclesiastes is that we must lean NOT upon our own understanding but upon the wisdom of Christ; wisdom we will find buried in the treasure of this book.

1) Wisdom is the gift of God, given through Jesus, to know how to live the heavenly life on earth as a natural man filled with the Spirit.

B. A Wise Leader

1. The Author

a. While there are diverse opinions as to who wrote the book of Ecclesiastes, the Scripture is clear that King Solomon, the preacher, penned these words from the wisdom granted to him by God (2 Ch. 1:11-12).
1) “The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem” (Eccl. 1:1).

2) “The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel” (Prov. 1:1).

b. The Hebrew word for preacher is Coholeth, which literally means a “collector of sayings.”

I. The Genesis of Ecclesiastes

A. God – The Creator of the Universe

1. As we study the book of Ecclesiastes we will find many parallels between Solomon’s wisdom and the book of Genesis.

a. The Creator is so much more superior to His creation that man will not fully discover the works of God (Eccl. 8:17). As Creator, God is sovereign over all His works and His ways are past finding out (Rom. 11:33).
B. God - The Author of Time

1. In Genesis 1, we see the Creator dividing the days and the seasons (Gen. 1:14). We are creatures of time! 
a. We also meet “Father Time” in Eccl. 1:5 and Ch. 3. “Day after day the sun rises and sets; and there is an appointed time for everything … both under the sun and under heaven,” and God is the author of it all!

C. God – The Source of All Good

1. Prior to the Fall, everything that God made was good; and when God created man, he made us “Very Good.”

a. Ecclesiastes acknowledges that there is still good to be found and enjoyed in creation even though it is now subjected to futility (Eccl. 2:24; 3:12-13; 5:18; Rom. 8:20). Meals can be magnificent in Jesus!
D. Man – Created Upright

1. Although the image of God in man has been marred by sin, it is still present in each one of us. The human frame has dignity because we were made in God’s image.

a. “And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them” (Gen. 1:27; Eccl. 7:29)
b. Both Genesis and Ecclesiastes remind us that man was created upright. God’s blueprint is stamped upon the soul of every human life!

E. Man – Fallen and Cursed

1. After Adam’s rebellion, Genesis gets messy (Gen. 3 ff.).
a. Meaningful work becomes toil, and the soil that produces food for nourishment is filled with weeds and seeds that don’t belong there. Pain, sorrow, suffering and death are part of the human dilemma. The curse is ON and it affects every area of our being. Thus, because of sin, life “under the sun” is “vanity; futility … a striving after the wind.”
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