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Introduction: "Honor your father and mother, so that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth.”

A. Family Faithfulness
1. Initially, Paul’s words seem to be in reverse order.
a. How could we expect children to obey without parents leading the way? Shouldn’t the Holy Spirit speak to parents first, then to child-ren? Why does Paul address the children first, then their parents?
b. Today, I pray we see that the biblical order for God’s instruction to kids and their parents is no fluke. Paul’s call for “obedience” is impossible apart from divine grace. Even children need the Lord!
1) Every child is, by nature, disobedient; and all parents will be flustered without Jesus controlling their lives (2 Tim. 3:1). God’s Spirit must save and fill us both!
I. The Commands

A. To Children (vss. 1-3)
1. “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.”
a. The first command is consistent with all of Scripture. Obey, and you will be blessed, disobey and you will be cursed. To be sure that children don’t misunderstand what God is saying, Paul follows verse 1 by quoting the 5th Commandment.
1) “Honor your father and mother (which is the first command-ment with a promise), so that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth.” (See also Exodus 20:12)
b. The tragic problem is that children are the offspring of sinful parents and are by nature “disobedient to parents” (2 Tim. 3:1).
1) The commandment in verse 1 must first convict, before it can correct and convert. Children are sinful, too (Rom. 3:10; Psalm 14, Psa. 53, Job 14). Disobedience is a child’s natural bent.
c. How, then, does Paul expect children to obey their parents when he knows that they are predisposed to disobedience from birth?  Ps. 58:3
2. The biggest mistake some parents make is to see their child as “good” rather than “wicked.” The demonic doctrine of self-esteem is not the friend of true saving faith.
a. What does Scripture say?
1) Proverbs 22:15, “Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; the rod of discipline will remove it far from him.”
2) Prov. 29:17, “Correct your son, and he will give you comfort; He will also delight your soul.”
b. Children must know that they are sinful and need a Savior. Paul uses law (obey – vs. 1) to expose sin (Rom. 7:9). Please know that apart from divine grace, your children can’t obey from the heart. Paul’s command is also a tutor to lead them to Christ (Gal. 3:24).
B. To Parents (vs. 4)
1. The second command, in verse 4, is to parents (fathers).
a. “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.”
1) The temptation parents’ face when frustrated by a child’s dis-obedience is to get angry, thus provoking their own kid’s anger.
2) While pain is an effective motivator to obey (fear), it cannot change the heart to love the truth. Parents must pray that pain management within the home (discipline) will lead their child to a conviction of sin and the salvation of their soul.
b. Parents who desire that children see their sin and their need for Jesus, must also convey the character of Christ while lovingly disciplining them for sin. A godly life and devotion to Christ matters!
1) Hypocrisy hinders the Gospel because it blinds kids from the truth that Jesus forgives sin and frees us from the bondage of iniquity. If we want kids to confess sin, we must be their example.
2) Parents who “exasperate” their children give them every reason to quit on Christ (Col. 3:21). Parental hypocrisy often contributes to children rejecting the Jesus parents claim to follow.
II. The Comments

A. Obedience is Right
1. Obedience that springs from a heart of faith pleases God.
B. Life will be Full and Fruitful
1. John Calvin
a. “Those who show kindness to their parents from whom they derived life, are assured by God, that in this life it will be well with them and that their days on earth be many.”
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