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1) Introduction
a) Greeting – Gal 1:3-5:
﻿Grace to you and peace from ﻿﻿God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who ﻿﻿gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from ﻿﻿this present evil ﻿﻿age, according to the will of ﻿﻿our God and Father, ﻿﻿to whom be the glory forevermore. Amen. 
i) Thank you – this is a wonderful opportunity for me
(1) Forced me to take two full days to interact with scripture – imagine that!
(2) Forced me to interact with some of the great writers and preachers of yesterday and our day, from whom, I must add, I’ve borrowed liberally
(a) Augustine and Aquinas
(b) Dickens and Lewis
(c) Lawson and MacArthur
(3) …and pick up again my FAVORITE book – “A Tale of Two Cities” by Charles Dickens. 
(a) If it’s on your shelf – pick it up.
(b) If not, it’s on mine. Please ask.
b) This message – has been on my heart for several years for four reasons:
i) Hell is under fire: While there’s no doubt that the Bible is filled with references to hell, yet pulpits are silent:
“At some point in the 1960’s Hell disappeared,” writes David Lodge, in his book Souls and Bodies. “No on could say for certain when this happened. First it was there, then it wasn’t. Different people became aware of the disappearance of Hell at different times. Some realized that they had been living for years as though Hell did not exist, without having consciously registered its disappearance. Others realized that they had been behaving, out of habit, as though Hell were still there, though in fact they had ceased to believe in its existence long ago…On the whole the disappearance of Hell was a great relief, though it brought new problems.”
(1) “Jesus teaches more often about heaven and hell than any other topic” – Steve Lawson
(2) Even so, “Hell today is denied by man and preached by few” – John MacArthur
(3) The objections to the doctrine of hell are timeless, ceaseless, and often ridiculous. Augustine spent chapters and I’m sure years dealing with the incessant questions. Just one example: If hell fire is eternal and the body is physical, how is it that punishment is eternal? In other words, why doesn’t the body just burn up and we can be done with this? Augustine’s reply is instructive:
“Those who refuse to believe that human bodies, animated and living, can not only survive death, but also last in the torments of everlasting fires . . . will not allow us to refer this simply to the power of the Almighty, but demand that we persuade them by some example.” – Augustine, The City of God, Bk XXI, Chap 2.
ii) There are no do-overs: Life is seeming shorter and shorter as I my wife and I…well, I…move into middle age
(1) The kids have moved out
(2) The hair is gray…ish
(3) The step and probably the wit are a bit slower than they once were
(4) Time continues to march on – if not now then….when?
iii) I, like the rich man, have brothers. And parents. And kids. In my family, my wife unequivocally knows Jesus. I pray for the rest. Maybe they’ll hear this?
iv) I love you
c) So, submitted for your approval: “A Tale of Two Cities”
i) Exposition First: We usually do exposition here at First Baptist – preaching through the whole counsel of God a verse at a time
(1) Since pastor is away, I feel free to mention – it’s done quite well here. 
(a) The age of the mp3 stream 
(b) Listen to others preach and you too can know what a rare gift is being exercised here.
(2) Instead, I get to go topical for a Sunday – and pastor was firm on this – ONE Sunday
ii) Borrowed title: I borrowed this from my favorite Dickens novel, maybe my favorite fiction book ever.
iii) It’s a Well-trodden (if fading) metaphor:
(1) Augustine – City of God v.  the City of The Devil (in City of God, ~AD 410)
(2) John Milton – Heav’n v. Pandaemonium (in Paradise Lost, 1667)
(3) John Bunyan – The Celestial City v.  The City of Destruction (in Pilgrim’s Progress, 1678)
(4) C. S. Lewis – Deep Heaven  v. “the grey town” (in The Great Divorce, 1945)
iv) Even in metaphor, note the decline in emphasis
v) The Book is bipolar --  Paris and London, contrasted:
It was the best of times, it was worst of times,
it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness,
it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch incredulity,
it was the season of Light, it was season of Darkness,
it was the spirit of hope, it was the winter of despair,
we had everything before us, we had nothing before us,
we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way -
in short. the period was so far like the present period. . . .

vi) Fitting my personality perhaps, my message is bipolar as well: My message this morning is almost as digital. It’s a tale of 
(1) two men, 
(2) two deaths, 
(3) two destinies
(4) two pleas
(5) one message
vii) We can only hope it’s not also a tale of two hours. Pastor made me promise it was not to be two sermons.
2) [Reread the Scripture: Luke 16:19-31]
a) A parable – Most interpreters believe this is a parable, “an earthly story with a heavenly meaning” as I recall Debbie Lee drilling in to our two boys. 
i) A parable is a story told by Jesus to emphasize a deep truth. Jesus told many. My NAS study bible lists 39 of them.
ii) Potentially, this is a life changing parable
(1) Upon hearing it, early in the 20th century, Albert Schweitzer, a man with three doctoral degrees (medicine, theology, philosophy) left civilization with all of its culture and amenities and departed for Gabon in the jungles of darkest Africa.
(2) There, he and his physician wife paddled a raft 200 miles up the Ogooue [OG-goo-way] river, and, surviving all perils including malaria, anemia, dysentery, unruly natives and a four-year war internment (as Germans in a French colony), established and ran a hospital for the locals.
iii) Done anything this weekend?
b) Strategically placed – Our parable this morning is one in a series that Jesus used, continuing to teach the Pharisees about not being so Pharisaic. The Pharisees and scribes, though teachers themselves, were lost and needed to be saved.
i) The lost sheep (Luke 15:1-7) – they were the 99 sheep who never outwardly strayed from the fold, but nevertheless were lost.
ii) The lost coin (Luke 15:8-10) – they were the nine coins, who were outwardly never lost in the darkness, but nevertheless were lost.
iii) The lost (prodigal) son (Luke 15:11-32) – they were the one son who stayed home and worked in his father’s field, never outwardly rebelling, but nevertheless was lost.
c) Warning: To warn the Pharisees of the consequences of being religious but lost, we have “The Parable of the lost (rich) man and Lazarus.
i) Jesus tells the parable
ii) He give s a dire warning: Repent or Perish
iii) Where are you going?
3) Two men: Luke 16:19-21 tell us of two men. Two totally different men. When Jesus taught through  parables there was no gray area, no nuances, no political correctness. Just black and white, penetrating instruction.
a) The rich man – “Now, there was a rich man…” (v. 19). Scripture doesn’t give us his name. He’s known traditionally only as “Dives” (DYE-vees, L., “rich man”) [for a whole list of the Biblical nameless – see Wikipedia!]
i) A “natural man” – a one dimensional man, who lived only for this life and this world. 
(1) He’s intended to represent the Pharisees
(2) (v. 14): “Now the Pharisees, who were ﻿﻿lovers of money, were listening to all these things and ﻿﻿were scoffing at Him.”
(3) Outwardly, the Pharisees gave every impression that they loved God, the Kingdom of God, the word of God, the things of God, but that was only a façade.
(4) They were instead lovers of this world, more willing to be “detestable in the sight of God”, as long as they were “highly esteemed” “in the sight of men” (v. 15)
ii) In reality, he was (and they were) lovers of money.
(1) Q: Is there anything wrong with loving money?
(a) Yes! Everyone who loves money goes to hell. v. 13: “﻿﻿No ﻿﻿servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and ﻿﻿﻿﻿mammon (wealth).”
(b) I Tim 6:10: “For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”
(c) 2 Tim 3:2: “For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,”
(d) On the inside, the Pharisees were driven by money.
(2) Q: Is being rich a sin?
(a) No! Having money is not a sin. 
(i) Abraham was a rich man. 
(ii) David, despite his foibles, “fully devoted to God” (1 Ki 11:4) certainly was.
(b)  It’s not the possession of money. A lot of poor people are possessed by money. It’s not the money but what is in the heart.
(i) Andrew Carnegie, who amassed a fortune of over $400M, ended up giving 99.5% of it away. He said this about it - "the man who dies rich, dies disgraced."
(ii) “He who lives only to benefit himself confers on the world a benefit when he dies.” – Tertullian
(c) “It’s not a matter of you having money; it’s a matter of does your money have you?” – Steve Lawson
iii) a self-indulgent man -- The rich man was certainly a peacock on display.
(1) “…he habitually dressed in purple…” (v. 19)
(a)  Purple was the royal color; it represented the life of luxury. Purple was probably “Tyrian (ty-REE-an) purple,” from the Murex sea snail. At 8,000 snails to make one gram of dye, it was the most expensive dye in the ancient world. It was this man’s lifestyle to dress in purple, of opulent display of money intended to impress other people.
(b) For many of us today, such dress would be “beyond the pale”. Even then, it probably was. Jesus was dressed up in royal purple robe as a mocking, not a serious gesture, in Mark 15:17. How could the rich man be serious? 
(2) Yet he was. He dressed in “…fine linen…” (v. 19) expensive under as well, Clearly, Dives lived the opulent lifestyle of the rich and famous.
(3) “…joyously living in splendor…” He was a “strutting peacock.”
iv) a religious man – Dives was also one of the religious Pharisees.
(1) In (v. 23): When he was in hell, he recognized Abraham.
(2) In (v. 24): He claimed to have a personal relationship with Abraham, calling Abraham “father Abraham”
(3) In (v. 29): he shows he knows the Bible, referring to Moses (the Law) and the Prophets.
(4) In (v. 30): he demonstrates that he understands the Bible, listing repentance as the way to salvation.
v) The fact of the matter is that he was a proud man, one who justified himself “in the sight of men.” (v. 15)
b) The poor man – Jesus continues by introducing us to the second player. “And a poor man named Lazarus…” (v. 20). 
i) Lazarus (H. “God is my help”) was destitute by today’s standards, where even those well below the poverty line have microwaves and cable TV. He was 
(1) A beggar, he does not own a thing, homeless, a cripple
(2) looking to God to meet his needs, his faith and trust are in God.
ii)  “…laid at his gate…” (v. 20)
(1) Lazarus was so weak and/or crippled that he had to be carried wherever he went.
(2) He was dropped at the gate, completely dependent on the mercy of the rich man to put something in his hand…
(3) …and the rich man did not help. Lazarus was left in his “…longing to be fed with the crumbs which were falling from the rich man’s table…” (v. 21), without relief, or effect.
iii) “…even the dogs were coming and licking his sores…” (v. 21) Why?
(1) out of love? – dogs lick their own wounds
(2) out of desperation? – hungry mongrels lap at anything salty
(3) In either case, this scene is pretty bleak, pretty hard to visualize, pretty hard for many of us to ignore.
c) What a contrast!
i) One is living for this world.
ii) One was living without anything in this world.
iii) We all fit in one of these two categories – living for God or living for this world.
4) Two deaths – In (v. 22) we see the second contrast. It’s not that both die. Death is “the great equalizer.” We all die. It’s the WAY each death was treated.
a) “now the poor man died, and was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s bosom…” (v. 22)
b) “…and the rich man also died and was buried.” (v. 22)
c) Both died: Death is not a respecter of person. Death does not care about your social standing, your color, or your standing in the community. We all die. 
i) Recent research has confirmed that 1 out of every one persons die.
ii) During the time we’re here this morning, 5000 people will die.
d) “…now the poor man died….” When Lazarus dies, there is no mention of a burial. He was too poor to be buried.
i) He was given no funeral
(1) Instead, he was likely dumped in the Valley of Hinnom, traditionally the place of final punishment (Josh 15:8),
(2) the valley of slaughter (Jer. 7:30-33), 
(3) where sacrifices to Moloch had been made (2 Kings 23:10),
(4) the burial place for criminals and the burning of garbage
ii) He was likely just left to the animals.
iii) He died without the attention of man, but he caught the attention of heaven.
e) “…and the rich man also died…” On the other hand, when the rich man died, he was “buried”.
i) No doubt His funeral was impressive. Can you imagine his eulogy? A few thousand well chosen words. The catering? The toasts at the wake?
ii) He was “buried,” with all the pomp and circumstance of his wealth and position.
iii) However, No angels were dispatched because this man wasn’t going to Abraham’s bosom.
5) Two destinies (v. 22)
a) First destiny: Lazarus -- “now the poor man died, and was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s bosom…” (v. 22)
i) Abraham’s bosom (side) is a figure of speech, representing heaven, the eternal home of the saints (and now Lazarus), indicating close fellowship.
(1) Close to God
(2) Q: Will we know one another in heaven? 
(a) “We won’t really know one another until heaven” – Steven Lawson
(b) “Well we know one another down here. Will we be bigger fools in heaven?” – Charles Spurgeon
b) Second destiny: Dives – “In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom…” Instantly, the rich man found himself in hell. 
i) Six Truths about Hell – Please carefully consider these six truths about Hell:
(1) Hell is real – it’s not a figure of speech or a concoction of someone’s imagination. It’s were everyone who dies without Christ will go.
(a) Hades can be translated “the grave” but in this context it is better translated “abode of the unsaved dead.”
(b) Eyewitness testimony of “hell on earth”:
Luke 10:13-15 (two real, known examples given to cities that do not receive the 70 sent out)
“﻿﻿Woe to you, ﻿﻿Chorazin! Woe to you, ﻿﻿Bethsaida! For if the ﻿﻿miracles had been performed in ﻿﻿Tyre and Sidon which occurred in you, they would have repented long ago, sitting in ﻿﻿﻿﻿sackcloth and ashes. But it will be more tolerable for ﻿﻿Tyre and Sidon in the judgment than for you. And you, ﻿﻿Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you? You will be brought down to Hades!”
 
(c) If Hell still doesn’t seem real to you, consider Rev 20:10: “the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire…” It’s possible Satan is deceiving you too.
(2) Hell is immediate 
(a) “…and the rich man also died and was buried. In Hades…” boom, boom , boom
(b) “Five seconds after he died, he saw the interior corridors of hell”
(c) No time to say I’m sorry, to repent…
(3) Hell is agonizing. “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in ﻿﻿this flame.” (v. 24)
(a) It is too late.
(b) Hell is retributive, not remedial.
(c) It is REAL flames. All Dives seeks is relief.
(d) Jesus never stuttered or equivocated. It is a place of literal fire:
(i) Matt 3:12: “unquenchable fire”
(ii) Matt 5:22: “fiery hell”
(iii) Matt 13:40: “burned with fire”
(iv) Matt 13:42 “furnace of fire”
(v) Matt 18:8: “the eternal fire”
(vi) Matt 25:41: “the eternal fire”
(vii) Mark 9:49: “salted with fire”
(viii) Rev. 14:10: “tormented with fire”
(ix) Rev 19:10: “the lake of fire which burns with brimstone”
(x) Rev 20:10: “the lake of fire and brimstone where they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.”
(xi) Rev. 20:14: “lake of fire”
(xii) Rev 21:9: “the lake that burns with fire and brimstone”
(xiii) Isa 33:14: “the consuming fire with continual burning”
(e) Hell fire will never be extinguished; it will never go out.
(4) Hell is eternal –  if anything is eternal (life, soul), hell is eternal. 
(a) (ASK ALL to turn to: Matt 25:46) “Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ “These will go away into ﻿﻿eternal punishment, but the righteous into ﻿﻿eternal life.”
(i) It’s the same word aionios (ah-ee-OH-nee-os), “everlasting, without beginning, without end, without beginning and without end”
(ii) You cannot have eternal life without eternal punishment. IT’S THE SAME WORD.
(b) Usage of “eternal” is  everywhere and irrefutable:
(i) “eternal fire” (Matt 13:42, Matt 18:8, Matt 25:41, Jude 6)
(ii) “eternal punishment” (Matt 25:46)
(iii) “eternal bonds” (Jude 6)
(iv) “eternal destruction” (2 Thess 1:9)
(v) “torment . . .  forever and ever” (Rev 14:11)
(vi) “everlasting contempt” (Daniel 12:2)
(vii) For their ﻿﻿worm will not die ﻿﻿And their fire will not be quenched (Isa 66:24)
(c) As a result, there is eternal (again, aionios) “weeping and gnashing of teeth”
(5) Hell is inescapable– all who enter will never depart. No Sabbath, no relief
(a) “And besides all this, between us and you there is a great chasm fixed, so that those who wish to come over from here to you will not be able, and that none may cross over from there to us.” (v. 26)
(b) In Dante’s Inferno, a sign over hell reads: “All hope abandon ye who enter here.”
(c) There is no second chance
(6) Hell is fair – WHAT? This can’t be right?? Hang in there!
(a) God is Holy and expects the same from you. (Lev 19:2):

“You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy”
 
(b) God’s holiness burns against sin and sinners. ( Isa 5:24-25):

“For they have ﻿﻿rejected the law of the LORD of hosts And despised the word of the Holy One of Israel. On this account the ﻿﻿anger of the LORD has burned against His people,” 
 
(c) We all sin – everyone of us (Rom 3:10-12, 23):

“﻿﻿THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, 
THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD; ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE…for all ﻿﻿﻿﻿have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
(d) Pardon is available (Isa 55:5-6-7):
﻿﻿“Seek the LORD while He may be found; ﻿﻿Call upon Him while He is near. ﻿﻿Let the wicked forsake his way And the unrighteous man his ﻿﻿thoughts; And let him ﻿﻿return to the LORD, And He will have ﻿﻿compassion on him, And to our God, For He will ﻿﻿abundantly pardon.” 

(e) Yet we universally reject this free pardon (Rom 3:11)
(f) The penalty of sin (EACH sin) is death (Rom 6:23)
(g) The Lord, for his own purposes, continues to be a God of second chances (2 Peter 3:9)
ii) BUT, Q: How is THAT FAIR? Eternal punishment for a venial sin?
(1) What would the goodness of God mean if God torments people everlastingly?
(2) “What set of actions would deserve . . . everlasting conscious punishment?
(3) What purpose of God would be served by the unending torture of the wicked except those of vengeance and vindictiveness?
(4) “How can one love a God like that”? 
iii) All of these questions …
(1) raised by Clark Pinnock in the book Four Views on Hell, are used to support his view of annihilationism
(2) They’re good questions, questions that have been raised for centuries.
(3) do they bother you?
(4) Well, pastor is back next week!
(5) Let us finish our work here, the parable of the rich man and Lazarus . . . [but we will circle back]
 
6) Two Pleas (v. 24-28) We see two pleas for help here
a) Plea #1 (v. 24): “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this flame.”
i) “Father Abraham, have mercy on me…”
(1) Notice who Dives seeks help from: Abraham – the father of the Jews, 
(2) Dives IS a Jew
ii)  “…send Lazarus…”
(1) Notice who Dives asks to be sent, assumes will be sent
(a) Lazarus, in heaven and at the very side of Abraham, is still subservient to himself in Dive’s jumbled up theology.
(i) There is a weak and there is a strong…
(ii) and the rich man, in his own mind, is the strong.
(b)  He still views Lazarus with contempt.
(c) “Here’s a go-fer. Send him, Father.”
(2) The rich man is desperate, he is suffering, he is in agony, he seeks just a moment of partial relief --- but in all this, he’s still a Pharisee, still too proud to humble himself…
(3) …still sinning!
b) Plea #2: (v. 27-28) “Then I beg you, father, that you send him (Lazarus) to my father’s house, for I have five brothers – in order that he may warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.”
i) Finally! A thought of compassion, an “evangelistic burden”
ii) SOMEONE MUST GO AND WARN THEM
iii) The truth is, they have heard about such a place and know about such a place already
(1) They are the brothers of a Pharisee,
(2) likely they are Pharisees themselves
(3) They know full well
7) One message (v. 29-31): And so we get to the message of this poignant parable… 
a) Jesus’ message is my message also…
b) …and yours.. 
c) It’s God’s message – it’s THE message.
d) But Dives misses it. Will you?
i) Part 1: Do we need to send Lazarus?
(1) They have all they need to know (v. 29): “They have ﻿﻿Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them…”
(2) They have the word of God
(a) The Pharisees had the word of God
(b) The Pharisees knew the word of God. They had a head-full of knowledge.
(c) The Pharisees would not listen to the word of God:
(i) They did not repent (Luke 13:3): “I tell you . . . unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”
(ii) They did not believe (Rom 16:31): “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved.”
(3) The Bible’s not enough! (v. 30): 
(a) “No, ﻿﻿father Abraham…” – “you’re wrong there, Father” he might as well say.
(b) “…but if someone goes to them from the dead…” – “use my plan instead”
(c) “…[then] they will repent!”
ii) Part 2: Do we need ANYTHING else?
(1) Miracles? – “if only there was a miracle, a supernatural display, then….”
(a) There the rich man is – talking to someone who had been dead for 2000 years – looking for a miracle
(b) Did miracles work for the rich man?
(c) “The desire to see a miracle is nothing more, nothing less than an excuse for not believing.” – Steve Lawson
(2) Resurrections?
(a) There the rich man is – talking to someone who had been dead for 2000 years – looking for a resurrection.
(b) Did resurrection work for the rich man?
(c) Did they not have ANOTHER Lazarus raised from the dead?
(d) Did resurrection work for the rich man?
iii) DON’T BE THE RICH MAN!
(1) Don’t add obstacles
(2) Don’t complicate the issue. 
(3) Don’t throw chairs in the way. 
(4) Don’t make excuses. 
(5) Who loses but you, if you do? 
(6) Who are YOU fooling? You! This is serious.
“Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather ﻿﻿fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in ﻿﻿﻿﻿hell.” (Matt 10:28)

iv) ALL that is needed: The power of the God’s written word!
(1) The gospel itself “is the power of God unto salvation” (Rom 1:16).
(2) “They have Moses and the prophets. Let them hear them” (Luke 16:29)
(3) “If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded.” (Luke 16:31)
(4) “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.” (Rom 10:17
(5) “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” (Matt 11:15)
v) There is NO OTHER METHOD:
(1) “There is no method; only The Message. That’s why the Bible offers no method.” – John MacArthur
(2) “The power” is in “The Scripture”
(3) 1600 years ago, Augustine famously heard a voice: “Pick it up and read.” It still works that way today
(4) “Pick it up and read” The power is in the gospel.
(5) ALL Dives needed to do, and all his brothers, me and mine, you and yours, is to repent and believe:
(a) It’s a simple message
(b) Too simple for Dives…and my brothers
(c) So Dives continued in his sin. 
(d) The greatest sin, the unforgiveable sin, the sin of unbelief
(e) In hell, confronted with God, eternity and his extremely poor future prospects, there the rich man is, sinning.
e) O, how desperate we are for God’s Grace. Even in Hell, with all the evidence of this world and the next, we’re blind to your truth. Oh Lord, open our eyes!
f) O, how desperate we should be, to spread the Good News in face of this Bad News:
i) Obeying the great commission (Matt 28:19:20): 
“Go therefore and ﻿﻿make disciples of ﻿﻿all the nations, ﻿﻿baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, ﻿﻿I am with you ﻿﻿always, even to ﻿﻿the end of the age.”
 
ii) Wouldn’t that be “a far, far better thing that I do than I have ever done…?” 
iii) And wouldn’t that result in “a far, far better rest that I go to than I have ever known?”
g) Repent. Believe. Go. Three simple requests. One great message.
i) “Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:13)
ii) Lazarus did. Augustine did. Dickens must have. But, the rich man wouldn’t/couldn’t/didn’t. 
8) Conclusion: So…is Hell fair?
a) Why is punishment eternal?
b) Does the punishment fit the crime?
c) Yes, I’m afraid it does.
i) For, in addition to God and souls, one more thing is eternal: crime. 
(1) Without divine intercession, we’d keep right on in our life of sin. 
(2) And many do…
ii) Like the rich man, eternal criminals are locked in an eternal battle with God. 
(1) They keep sinning, even in Hell. 
(2) God keeps punishing only in Hell. 
iii) Their prospects are hopeless.
d) I pray for better things for you and yours.
"If sinners be dammed, at least let them leap to Hell over our bodies. If they will perish, let them perish with our arms about their knees. Let no one GO there UNWARNED and UNPRAYED for." – Charles Spurgeon
