        The Test of the Tongue, Pt. 1

James 3:1-2

11 FBC 6-26
Introduction: “Every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the Day of Judgment. (Matt. 12:36-37)

    A. Tongue Twisters

1. Is your mouth like a tornado, twisting its way through the landscape of life destroying most everything in its path?

a. In James chapter 3, one test of genuine faith is the tongue. You will know the saved from the unsaved because the believer’s tongue is also being transformed by the glory and grace of God.

b. “The Bible has much to say concerning the power of speech for good and evil and this chapter by James insists that a living faith must demonstrate its vitality by exercising control over the tongue.”
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     B. Smash Mouth

1. Some years ago, I heard of a secular music group that went by the name “Smash Mouth.”
a. While these musicians may not be on a crusade to teach our kids what Isaiah learned in Isaiah 6:5, their “name” reflects what God must to do to each and every sinner; He must smash our filthy mouths!

b. "Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips”. (Isa. 6:5-7; Rom. 3:13-14)

2. The mouth is like a thermometer; it measures the spiritual temperature of the heart. Sins of gossip, slander, lying, curs-ing, anger, etc. are really issues of the heart (Matt. 12:34).
a. The person unable to bridle the tongue proves by his/her lack of self-control that the Holy Spirit does not reside in the life; and if the Holy Spirit does not indwell you, then you are not a Christian.

I. The Tongue and Accountability (vss. 1-2)

     A. A Warning to Teachers

1. The one group of people who need to guard every spoken word carefully are teachers who speak for God.

a. The tendency of the tongue is to boast. The Pharisees and false teachers were most guilty of leading astray with their mouth. (Matt. 23:2; Acts 20:30; Gal. 1:7; 1 Tim. 1:6-7; 2 Peter 2:1, 12, 18).
2. Due to the tremendous influence spiritual teachers have on all men, God will hold them accountable for what they say. 

a. “If we teach because of the desire to show off, without living Christ before we preach Him, the judgment of God will be a severe condem-nation; but if our teaching is motivated by a sincere and honest love for the Lord and the edification of those who hear us, then we can welcome this judgment, for it will mean a great reward”. Spiros Zodhiates

3.  The phrase “stricter judgment” is meizon krima. Literally it means “greater condemnation”.

a. It may speak specifically about teachers who fail the test; teachers who are exposed as false because they teach what is not true. However, since James includes himself in this group, some believe that the Greek phrase also refers to the “spiritual discipline” of those teachers who misuse the privilege (1 Cor. 9:26-27; 11:29). 

b. Those who are false teachers will receive eternal condemnation; believers who teach prematurely will receive divine discipline for their lack of diligence in study and their careless ungodly example.

B. A Wallop to Perfectionists

1. Some teachers think more highly of themselves than they ought. They are arrogant “know it alls” who speak and act as if they are perfect in what they say and how they live. James, like Jesus, puts them in their place (See also Matt. 23:25-28). 

a. “For we all stumble in many ways.” There is no teacher who is a perfect example to the people they minister. We all have our flaws. We will all err in some way in the things we do and say. Be humble!

2. Who then is qualified to teach? Why bother if I’m not perfect and my errors are going to be judged more severely? 

a. The teachers God wants to use to build His church are the servants and saints whose tongue, time, and talents belong to Christ. 

b. Jesus is the only “perfect man” able to bridle the entire body.  The tongue of the teacher who submits to Him will have a teaching and testimony consistent with the truth. (See also 2 Cor. 4:5-13) 

1) The role of the true spiritual teacher is to let the Word of Christ pass through him to you that you might hear from God and not man.
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