The Test of the Tongue, Pt. 2

James 3:1-8

11 FBC 7-3
Introduction: “But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly poison.”
A. Talk about the Tongue

1. What James has to say about the tongue may not be to your liking, but it’s the truth. The fact that such a wicked weapon resides in my body makes me a bit uncomfortable.

a. The tongue, one of the smallest members in my body, is the means God uses to justify or condemn the heart. The extent of one’s depravity is measured by the language that slips through the lips. 

b. If God were to judge your heart by what he hears, what would be the outcome of your life?

I. The Tongue and Accountability (CD# 11 FBC 6-26)

A. Talk about Teachers (vss. 1-2)

1. While the church needs teachers, only those who are spiritually qualified should be appointed (1 Tim. 3:2). 

a. The true teacher is the one through whom Christ speaks. He is the vessel through whom the perfect life of Christ is made manifest. Only the Spirit-filled should teach! (Heb. 13:7)

b. The only way to avoid God’s judgment or discipline is to be a vessel through whom God’s Word is proclaimed and accurately taught.

II. The Tongue and Control (vss. 3-6)

A. It Must Be Bridled (vs. 3)

1. James expands his warning about tongue-control, to all.

a. Some people are unbridled horses; others are ships without direction, and the rest of humanity he sees as a forest fire that must be contained. Does washing a child’s mouth out with soap actually change the heart?

B.  It Must Be Directed (vs. 4)

a. Paul knew the out-of-control experience of being tossed to and fro by the wind and waves with no ability to stay on course.  He was shipwrecked three times (2 Cor. 11:25).

b. When the storms and trials of life invade your space what kind of speech can be heard from your mouth? How will your “rudder” react when the pilot of your heart controls it?

C. It Must Be Contained (vs. 5-6)

1. There’s a third illustration that James uses to address an out-of-control tongue and it is a raging forest fire.

a. The “small fire” in verse 5 depicts the sin of anger. When anger turns bitter it spreads, like a wildfire, into rage. The person who has reached this point should clearly know that their heart is evil, wicked and destined for judgment (vs. 6). Whatever we are to understand by the statement “set on fire by hell”, it isn’t good!  James associates rebellion and rage as reflecting the spirit of those who will perish forever in hell.

III. The Tongue and Taming (vss. 7-8)

A. The Comparison (vs. 7)

1. Many interpretations have missed the essential point James is making here. The “but” in verse 8 is key to setting up the contrast.

a. James is contrasting the relative ease with which we can control horses, ships, fires, wild-beasts (Gen. 1:26), with the impossibility of imposing the same external means to control the tongue.

b. The tongue cannot be tamed by any external means because the source of its evil is the heart. My words are the expression of what’s in my heart (Prov. 16:23; Luke 6:45).

1) “But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly poison.” (vs. 8)

i. Although my tongue is quite small, it reveals the inner thoughts and attitudes of the heart. The real issue is the heart, and no man can tame the heart?

B. The Constraint (vs. 18)

1. You may try to control the tongue the world’s way but you will not succeed.

a. Your only hope in taming the tongue is wisdom personified; and wisdom personified is the Lord Jesus Christ.

b. The Lord is the only One who can tame the tongue, and He does it by transforming the heart (See Ezek. 36:25-28; Psa. 15:2-3).
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