The Test of the Tongue, Pt. 5

The Tongue & Wisdom (cont.)

James 3:13-16

11 FBC 7-31
Introduction: “Who among you is wise and understanding?”
A. The Context

1. This section on the tongue and wisdom is one of the most important sections of Scripture in all the Word of God.

a. James contrasts the sinner who lives according to the principles of this world with the Christian who lives as a citizen of heaven; the “wisdom” of the world (foolishness) vs. the wisdom of God (righteousness). In this context, earthly wisdom is synonymous with worldliness and heavenly wisdom is synonymous with godliness.

b. Many people make the mistake of thinking that James is contrasting a “carnal Christian” with a “spiritual one”; that he is contrasting a believer who is living in the flesh with a Christian who is spirit-filled. This is not the situation.

B. The Concept

1. The intent of this section is to contrast the true believer with the false; to forewarn the religious that not all “faith” saves.
a. James parallels Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 7:24-27 where He contrasts the wise with the fool, the saved with the unsaved, the sheep with the goats.

b. Throughout Scripture the “wise” are synonymous with those who belong to God; the fool with those who are earthly, natural and demonic (1 Cor. 1:18-21; 2:14; 3:19).

I.  The Wisdom of Man

A. Earthly

1. Verse 14 cannot be describing a Christian who has “fallen” into sin. A person does not become “bitter” overnight. Bitterness is the result of a downward spiral of worldliness. It is a distinguishing mark of the unregenerated man.
a. Prov. 17:25; Rom. 3:14; Heb. 12:15; Acts 8:23; Eph. 4:31

2. In the book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon describes the futility of a life lived only for self. If all you have is selfish ambition your life is empty; without God, without Christ; without hope.

a. The selfish “wisdom” Solomon speaks about is the wisdom of a fool. The self-centered people portrayed in the book of Ecclesiastes are fools who will perish in hell if repentance does not follow. When the only thing you have going for you is life in its earthly dimension, all is “vanity; a striving after the wind” (Eccl. 2:1-11). 

B. Natural

1. The natural man has no ability to see life from a heavenly perspective. He looks at the natural and says, “that’s nice” without the spiritual eyes to know or see the Creator behind the creation.

a. The two adjectives James uses to describe the natural man are arrogant and disorderly. The Word tells us that the natural response to selfishness is arrogance. The world is full of people who are “proud of themselves,” yet spiritually unstable. The lies of Satan will ruin your life, not help. The “natural” man’s thoughts are full of chaos and confusion.

C. Demonic

1. Deceptive

a. A third mark of man’s “wisdom” is that it is demonic; it lies against the truth (vs. 14) and promotes the wicked, evil agenda of the spirit of antichrist (vs. 16). When you lie you cooperate with Satan and enhance his plan; a plan that will ultimately destroy your life.

b. Self-esteem is not a biblical admonition but a lie from Satan (Gen. 3:5). Your worth as a person is rooted in God, not self. The self-esteem movement belongs to realm of man’s “wisdom” and the “arrogance” of Satan, the father of all lies.  [See also John 8:44]

1) All human wisdom is “believed deception,”  “myths” and “speculations” that come against the truth (2 Cor. 10:5; Ti. 1:14).

2. Evil

a. The second word that James associates with demonic wisdom is “evil.” Satan’s lies are an abomination to God. He deceives the unsuspecting because he is wicked, and when you believe his lies, and repeat his lies, you further promote and participate in his wicked evil ways (Prov. 15:28; 2 John 1:11). 
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