The Test of the Tongue, Pt. 4

The Tongue & Wisdom

James 3:13-16

11 FBC 7-17
Introduction: “Who among you is wise and understanding?”
A. The Wisdom of the Tongue

1. Who among you is wise and understanding?

a. James doubts that some of his readers truly know and understand God’s wisdom? He bases his concern on their behavior and the way they use their tongue. 

2. Some commentators want to treat verses 13-18 as a separate section unrelated to the tongue.

a. However, in the Bible, wisdom is closely related to the tongue. 

1) Psalm 49:3, “My mouth will speak wisdom; and the meditation of my heart will be understanding.”
2) Through one’s use of the tongue, men will know whether their “wisdom” is earthly, or whether it comes down from above (Prov. 23:9; 1 Cor. 2:6, 13).

b. This final section of chapter three is a contrast between the “wisdom” of man and the wisdom of God.

1) James use of the word “wisdom” (with reference to man) is tongue-in-cheek. Biblically speaking “worldly wisdom” is foolishness (1 Cor. 1:20). Many fools think they are wise, and for the moment James gives them the benefit of the doubt.

I.  The Wisdom of Man

A. Earthly

1. Jealous

a. The word jealous is neutral. It could be used to describe a righteous behavior or a sin. God was “jealous” toward Israel (good); we might jealously “resent” someone else’s success (bad).

b. James adds the adjective “bitter” to qualify his intent to use it negatively. The earthly man covets what others have and is easily angered when he can’t get it.

2. Selfish

a. A second attribute of the earthly is “selfish ambition.” The worldly are motivated only by self-glory (2 Tim. 3:1). “Me” is the center of life.
B. Natural

1. Arrogant

a. The natural man is also filled with arrogance and pride. He looks for ways to commend himself, not God (2 Cor. 3:1; 10:12).

1) The word arrogant literally means “to be proud of your self;” to “boast or brag or congratulate one’s self.”
2. Disorderly

a. Those who are without God’s wisdom are unstable (James 1:7-8). There lives are spiritually a mess. On the inside there is disorder and instability; confusion and chaos about how it all fits together.

C. Demonic

1. Deceptive

a. A third mark of man’s “wisdom” is that it is demonic; it lies against the truth (vs. 14), and promotes the wicked, evil agenda of the spirit of antichrist (vs. 16).

b. John 8:44 tells us that Satan is a liar. As the father of lies, he lies against the truth and attempts to persuade and deceive the human race that his lies are the truth. 

1) Human wisdom is nothing short of “speculations” that come against the real knowledge of God (2 Cor. 10:5; Titus 1:14).

c. The Scriptures teach that lying is a demonic activity. When you lie you cooperate with Satan and enhance his plan; a plan that will ultimately destroy your life.

2. Evil

a. Satan’s lies are an abomination to God. He deceives the unsuspecting because he is wicked, and when you believe his lies, and repeat his lies, you further promote and participate in his wicked evil ways (Prov. 15:28; 2 John 1:11). 

1) James is describing the world of the lost; those who will perish for their unbelief.
b. Jesus is the remedy for all who want to escape the earthly, natural, and demonic. Forgiveness and the promise of eternal wisdom await all who repent and believe that Jesus died for them! 
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