The Test of Love, Pt. 2

Love not the World

James 4:1-6a

11 FBC 8-28
Introduction: “Whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God”.
A. Love Not the World

1. We noted in our last message that worldliness is more an attitude of “loving the world” than a particular activity.  

a. It’s not the externals that corrupt man but the sin of the heart. It’s the motivation behind what you do that James is concerned about here.

2. To one degree or another, we’re all guilty of the sin of worldliness though we grieve its grip on our lives. In the final analysis, God’s grace through Jesus is our only hope. 

I. The Source of Worldliness (vs. 1)

A. The World

1. “Pleasures”
a. The Greek word for pleasures is hedone from which we get our English word hedonism. The person who is a hedonist is someone who lives life in constant pursuit of pleasure.

B. The Flesh

1. “Members”

a. The word “members” could be translated “flesh.” It simply refers to the parts of the human body that have been preoccupied with pleasure. 

1) In the believer’s life, warfare between the world and the flesh occurs because of the presence of the Holy Spirit. There would be no “conflict” if God’s light were not shining through us.

II. The Symptoms of Worldliness (vs. 2)

A. Lust – The word epithumeo denotes a strong desire. You want something so bad that you will even commit sin to get it. 

B. Envy – The word zeloo should be translated jealous. It means to resent or regret that someone else has what you want.

C. Anger – The word fight can mean “to contend”, “to argue”, “to quarrel” and/or “to physically abuse”; to brawl.

III. The Sin of Worldliness (vs. 3)
A. Malignant Motivations

1. When you pray, do you ask for God’s will to be done or that He will feed your greed and satisfy your covetous heart?

a. Often, man’s “love for money” is the consuming cancer that destroys any relationship with God (Matt. 6:24; 1 Tim. 6:10; Heb. 13:5). Perhaps the reason why so many prayers do not get answered is because they are asked with selfish motives; the attitude is worldly. 

IV. The Severity of Worldliness (vs. 4)

A. Spiritual Hostility

1. “Adulteries” – It’s unthinkable to imagine that the bride of Christ would fornicate with the world by embracing its attitudes, but this she was doing, and still is today.

2. “Enemies” – The biblical punishment for adultery is death. Although, up to this point, God has been gracious, James wants his hearers to know that God is actually their enemy.

V. The Spirit of Worldliness (vs. 5)

A. Man’s Sinful Condition

1. The spirit of worldliness originates with man’s sinful condition, and that’s the point of verse 5. 

a. The reason why man is so naturally worldly is because he or she is inherently sinful. It’s impossible to overcome worldliness at the human level because the human “spirit” [flesh] is bent on envy and continually lusts after the things of this world. Jesus Christ in us is our only hope!
b. Verse 5 is not about God’s jealousy toward us (Nas & Nkjv), but the certainty of man’s sinful nature as the Kjv and Niv has correctly stated.

1) “Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, the spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?” Kjv

2) “Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely?” Niv

VI. The Supreme Triumph! (vs. 6) – Next Week
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