God’s Greater Grace!

James 4:6

11 FBC 9-11
Introduction: “But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, "God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble."
A. The Essence of Grace

1.  The ultimate “test of faith” is grace.

a. True saving faith does not begin with man’s “ability” to “believe” but with God’s sovereign gift of grace. Faith is the conduit through which God’s grace travels, not the condition that initiates its cause.

I. The Greatness of Grace!

A. “He gives a greater grace”.

1. Why is grace necessary and what is its relationship to saving faith?

a. Review: Grace is God’s SOLE operation on the SOUL.

b. Grace is necessary because without it man would remain spiritually dead in “trespasses and sins.”  Salvation is the “gift of God” given to sinners on the merits of Christ. We contribute nothing to the process.

2. Salvation is not a co-operation between God and man. The grace that saves comes from God alone and is dispensed according to His sovereign plan via the Holy Spirit.

B. The Role of Faith

1. Is faith a pre-requisite to receiving grace? Must we believe before God will grant us grace?

a. The answer is “no.” A careful look at Ephesians 2:8-9 shows that grace actually precedes faith. Faith is the conduit for grace and not the cause of receptivity. Faith is part of the gift (2 Pet. 1:1; Acts 13:48).

1) Many forfeit eternal life because of this one spiritual technicali-ty? If faith were the cause, then YOU would take credit for it. And if you could take credit for it, then it would be a work of man and not the work of grace. Such a work would nullify God’s grace.

2) Eph. 2:8-9 say this: “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.”

b. Saving faith is not human faith placed upon a divine object. It is God’s gift of faith exercised through you with the SOLE cause being the instrument of divine grace (sola gratia). 

1) “Faith is not something we conjure up by our own effort, or the result of the willing of the flesh. Faith is the result of the Spirit’s work of regeneration. God Himself creates the faith in the believer’s heart. In Eph. 2 Paul is declaring that faith is a gift from God.”  R.C. Sproul

d. The phrase “greater grace” doesn’t mean that there is also a “lesser grace.” The Greek word mega simple means super abundant, awesome!

II. The Grounds for Grace

A. “God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

1. The latter part of verse 6 is an OT quotation from the Septuagint of Proverbs 3:34; the Septuagint is the Greek translation of the OT.

a. The English rendering of Prov. 3:34 may actually be helpful in understanding the intent of the passage. “Though He scoffs at the scoffers, yet He gives grace to the afflicted.”
1) The proud are those who scoff at God, the humble are those who have been afflicted or emptied of all pride. Often, God uses affliction to humble us; to empty out the arrogance within.

b. God surely knows how to afflict the arrogant, to root out the sin of pride (i.e.  Nebuchadnezzar – Dan. 4:33; Jonah – 1:4, 1:16-17, 4:8). 

2. Note: Humility is not a work of man. We cannot actually “humble ourselves” to get more grace. This God must do!

a. Humility is not an activity of the human heart but an attitude that permeates the soul. It is a disposition not a deed. Humility is the soil in which the seed of grace thrives. Humility is the proper understanding of the human condition and an accurate honest assessment of our situation before a Holy God. 

b. Pride, on the other hand, is the deception that we determine our fate in life; that self, not God, is most responsible for the outcome. All such boasting is the essence of the pride God opposes. (See Psalm 139)

c. The reason why God hates pride and opposes all who are arrogant is because He created man for Himself. We were made for God’s good pleasure and glory, not our own (Ex. 4:11; Jer. 1:5; Is. 49:5; Gal. 1:15).
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