God’s Greater Grace!, Pt. 2
James 4:6-10
11 FBC 9-18
Introduction: “But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, "God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble."
A. The Government of Grace 

1. Some believers assume that since grace is God’s unmerited favor toward sinners, there are no “laws” that govern its blessing. To confront one’s sin is unloving and not gracious. 
a. However, the view of grace that James presents to Christians requires the believer to lovingly call sinners to repentance and faith. “He who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.” (James 5:19-20; Prov. 27:6)
b. Paul’s view of grace is consistent with James’ teaching. In Ephesians 5, Paul urges believers to expose sin, not cover it up. “It is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by them in secret.” (vs. 12)

2. James and Paul do not use “confrontive language” to be harsh, but to remind readers that God requires a holy walk that bears godly fruit, and we must exhort one another to live holy!
a. The phrase, in verse 20, “cover a multitude of sins,” is speaking about the righteous covering of Christ who forgives sin, not the believer’s prerogative to ignore it. Only Christ’s righteousness can cover our sin; sinners are to “confess” sin (1 John 1:9) and turn from it.

3. Saints are responsible to lovingly confront sinners with the good news of the Gospel. Grace is never silent about sin. 

I. The Greatness of Grace!

A. “He gives a greater grace”.

1. When James writes that “He {God} gives a greater grace,” he is speaking about the power of grace that overcomes sin. 

a. “Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.” (1 John 4:4). In other words, the Holy Spirit is greater than any satanic or worldly influence you might have to withstand. Faith is the victory that overcomes the world! (1 John 5:4); the faith God gives by His grace.
II. The Grounds for Grace

A. “God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

1. Both James and Peter (1 Pet. 5:5) take us back to the Septuagint {Greek Translation} of Proverbs 3:34.  
a. The proud are those who scoff at God; the humble are those who have been afflicted or emptied of all pride. God often uses affliction to humble us; to empty out the arrogance within.
b. All men, born in the likeness of Adam, are bent toward the sin of pride. The road to recovery begins in the soil of humility. “Let the rich man glory in his humiliation” (Ch. 1:10).

c. When sinners and saints experience trials, tribulation and suffering we are humbled, and our humiliation readies us to receive God’s grace, a gift that we do not deserve but desperately need (2 Cor. 12:9).
2. Pride is the root cause behind all sin. 

a. The literal meaning of this word “proud” is “to appear above;” to show yourself to be above or better than God or others.

1) The humble willingly rest and relax in God’s gracious plan. On the other hand, the proud are “wise in their own eyes” and will soon be opposed and judged for their arrogance by a holy God.

2) Just because God opposes the proud does not mean He doesn’t seek and save them from their sin. Example: Jonah

b. “God’s purpose and dealings with Jonah is consistent with His sovereign mercy toward sinners. Jonah’s own need for grace is at the heart of the drama, because underlying the events of the story is God’s determination to reveal the extent His mercy toward people like Jonah will go.” Ray Ortlund Jr. 
3. Though James uses the imperative voice, he isn’t teaching that humility is a work of man or a command we can obey.
a. Humility also comes to us by God’s grace. We cannot actually “humble ourselves” to get grace. What follows, in verses 7-10, is a list of commands that are impossible to humanly keep, without grace.

b. The believer must see that “the whole world is in HIS hands,” as the old spiritual teaches. We live and move and have our being in the Lord. (Acts 17:28). God is sovereign and in control of EVERYTHING! Apart from Christ I can do nothing (Jn. 15:5, Phil. 4:13); I’m weak, helpless.
c. The Lord often uses trials to separate the wheat from the tares and the sheep from the goats. But He also uses trials to strengthen the faith of His own children (Jms. 1:3-4). Christians should respond differently to trials and tribulation than unbelievers do (See also 1 Peter 1:6-8).
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